THE AUSTRALIAN FIREARMS MANAGEMENT LOBBY GROUP.
Level 6, 82 Elizabeth Street

Sydney NSW 2000
Australia.

www . firearmslobbyist.com.au

Contact: William John Wilcher
Ph: -
@firearmslobbyist.com.au

The Honourble Will Hodgman M.P.
Premier of Tasmania. Minister for Sport & Recreation, Tourism, Hospitality & Events,

Aboriginal Affairs and Heritage.
Member for Franklin

Level 11, 15 Murray Street
Hobart.
Tasmania 7000.

5 May 2017.

Dear Premier Hodgman,

RE: THE AUSTRALIAN FIREARMS MANAGEMENT LOBBY GROUP — PROPOSED ADDITION TO
REGULATION 10 OF THE TASMANIAN FIREARMS REGULATION 2016 TO INCLUDE AN
ADDITIONAL “PRESCRIBED EVENT”.

I am the director of W. J Wilcher Pty Ltd {Australian Company Number 092 287 646) trading
as “The Australian Firearms Management Lobby Group” (“the Lobby Group”).

The Lobby Group Is a registered third party Lobbyist in the following jurisdictions within
Australia: -

The Australian Federal Parliament.

The State Parliament of New South Wales;

The State Parliament in Victoria;

The Parliament of the Australian Capital Territory;
The State Parliament of Queensland;

The State Parliament of Tasmania;

The State Parliament of South Australia; and

The State Parliament of Western Australia.

The focus of the clients of Lobby Group is directed towards matters relating to the lawful,
licensed and legitimate use of Firearms in the licensed sporting or licensed recreational



scenarios with the ethos of preserving existing firearms laws and, where appropriate,
seeking sensible and balanced changes to the existing firearms laws.

«In that context, “sensible and balanced changes” will never include proposals to bypass
licensing requirements to possess or use firearms or to advocate the legalisation of fully
automatic firearms for civilian or sporting use.

*e&-The Lobby Group utilizes two Lobbyists, both of whom are Barristers at Law, each holding
Masters degrees in law. One of the Lobbyists is the eminent Queen’s Counsel,

Qc.

The Lobby Group now has the following registered clients who reside within your
electorate: -

The registration of clients of the Lobby Group is continuing to grow, in both Tasmania and in
other States and Territories of the Commonwealth.

Presently, we are engaged to Lobby for changes in the Tasmanian Firearms Regulations
2016 to reintroduce “Classic Division Major” for International Practical Shooting
Confederation(“IPSC”) handgun competition shooting., The firearms used by the IPSC
Shooters competing in that division are chambered for calibres greater than .38 of an inch
(.38 Calibre) up to .45 of an inch (.45 Calibre).

The State of Victoria has already approved the use of handguns with calibres of .38 to .45 of
an inch for 13 listed handgun shooting matches, including “Classic Division” for International
Practical Shooting Confederation. We attach a document issued by Victoria Police to that
effect. Item 62 on that document lists the approval in Victoria for IPSC “Classic Division.”

Prior to the changes that occurred in 1996, many IPSC clubs in Tasmania had competitors
who used handguns chambered in .45 Colt ACP.

At present, section 18(3)(a) of the Tasmanian Firearms Act 1996 operates to the effect that
a pistol used for sport or target shooting should not exceed more than .38 of an inch in
calibre.

However, with an appropriate authorisation issued under section 58A (1) of the Tasmanian
Firearms Act 1996, pistol sport or target shooters are permitted to possess and use pistols
with a calibre of greater than .38” for two listed “Prescribed Events” in Tasmania, as set out
in Regulation 10 of the Tasmanian Firearms Regulations 2016.

Under Regulation 10, the “Prescribed Events” are: -

(a) The “Metaliic silhouette” event; and
(b) The “Western (single) action” event.



The Lobby Group has been engaged by a number of licensed Pistal shooters, including the
above listed persons who live within your electorate, to seek the insertion of a third
category of “prescribed event” into Regulation 10 of the Tasmanian Firearms Regulfation
1936) being, “Classic Division, International Practical Shooting Confederation.”

As can be seen in the annexed “Approved Handgun Shooting Matches” document as issued
by the Victorian Police, item 62 listed on that document prescribes that “Classic Division —
International Practical Shooting Confederation” as an approved Handgun Shooting Match in
Victoria for calibres of .38 to .45 of an inch.

International Practical Shooting Confederation (“IPSC”) is a pistol shooting sport that has
wide participation in Australia and Internationally. Indeed, the 18" IPSC world titles is
scheduled in Chateauroux, France, this coming August / September 2017. At this point in
time, approximately 52 competitors from Australia will be competing at those world titles,

which are held every 3 years.

The type of handgun used in “Classic Division” in IPSC is based on the Colt 1911 semi-
automatic pistol. This type of pistol not issued to any Police or Military forces in Australia.
The nomenclature, “1911” signifies its date of introduction into military service in the
United States of America. The technology in the “1911” handguns is cld by modern
standards.

The IPSC Rules state that the magazine capacity for Classic Division using calibres greater
than .38 of an inch is to be no more than 8 rounds of ammunition. Accordingly, 8 round
magazines are compliant with both section 18(3)(e) of the Tasmanian Firearms Act 1996 and
Regulation 7{e) of the Tasmanian Firearms Regulations 2016, each of which prescribes a
maximum magazine capacity of 10 rounds of ammunition.

Our clients are seeking parity with Victoria to allow the use a higher calibre handgun for
IPSC “Classic Division” competitions.

The legislative framework is in place to allow suitable persons to seek approval for use of
the handgun of a calibre of greater than .38 of an inch.

As we understand it, many licensed handgun shooters in Tasmania already possess the
necessary authorisation under section 58A of the Tasmanian Firearms Act for use in
participation in the prescribed “Metallic Silhouette” and “Single Action” events, and actively
participate in those events. No changes to that regime of approving possession and use of
sporting / target handguns with a calibre of greater than .38 of an inch are being advanced.

Should the addition of this category of “prescribed event” be approved, each competitor
wishing to participate in that division would be required to obtain the necessary
authorisation as required under section 58A of the Tasmanian Firearms Act 1996. This
provides for an additional level of vetting by the issuing authority before any authority is

issued.



A minor addition to the Tasmanian Firearms Regulation to include the third category of
“prescribed event” in Regulation 10 of the Tasmanian Firearms Regulation is not a
complicated task.

So that we may report back to our clients, we would be pleased if you would prbvide your
position in respect to the following: -

1. The addition of “Classic Division International Practical Shooting Confederation” as a
“Prescribed Event” for the purposes of Regulation 10 of the Tasmanian Firearms
Regufation 2016; and

2. If the answer to guestion 1 is in the affirmative, whether you will assist in seeking
support amongst your Parliamentary colleagues and departmental heads for the
proposed addition to Regulation 10 of the Tasmanian Firearms Regulation 2016. To
these ends, we intend to write to other local members of Parliament on behalf of
clients of the Lobby Group that reside in their electorates; and

3. If you have any objections to, or concerns about the proposed change to Regulation
10 of the Tasmanian Firearms Regulation 2016, please provide particulars of any
objections or concerns so that we may address them.
We look forward to your response in due course.
Youlrs Faithfully —
William John Wilcher.

Au%tralian Firearms Management Lobby Group.



D)

Mr William John Wilcher

The Australian Firearms Management Lobby Group
Level 6, 82 Elizabeth Street

SYDNEY NSW 2000

Dear Mr Wilcher

On behalf of the Premier, Will Hodgman MP, | would like to acknowledge and thank you for your letter
of 5 May 2017 regarding the proposed addition to the Tasmanian Firearms Regulations 201 6.

Yours sincerely

DEPARTMENTAL LIAISON OFFICER
12 May 2017



THE AUSTRALIAN FIREARMS MANAGEMENT LOBBY GROUP.

Level 6, 82 Elizabeth Street
Sydney NSW 2000
Australia.

www.firearmslobbyist.com.au

Contact: William John Wilcher
Ph:
! @firearmslobbyist.com.au

Office of the Premier of Tasmania

Level 11, 15 Murray Street [ ———
Hobart. ’ Rocel
Tasmania 7000. [ eceived
6 July 2017. ; LV 200

' |
Attention: Departmental Liaison Officer ] 2 15 I]

f _Foen 1grs:_ r_‘_

Dear -

RE: THE AUSTRALIAN FIREARMS MANAGEMENT LOBBY GROUP — PROPOSED ADDITION TO
REGULATION 10 OF THE TASMANIAN FIREARMS REGULATION 2016 TO INCLUDE AN
ADDITIONAL “PRESCRIBED EVENT”.

I refer to my letter to the Honourable Premier, Will Hodgman MP of 5 May 2016 on behalf
of our client,

I note the contents of your reply on behalf of the Honourable Premier dated 12 May 2017,
Thank you for the courtesy of that reply. Sadly, other members of the Tasmanian
Parliament have not provided any response thus far.

The purpose of this letter is to ascertain what position that the Honourable Premier is taking
inregard to the proposed amendment to the Regulations as set out in detail in my letter of

5 May 2017.

We would be pleased to receive any update on the proposed change to the Regulation. |
am available to attend upon the Honourable Premier in Hobart to further explain the
proposed change at a date and time convenient to us both.

I look forward to your reply in due course.

Yours Faithfully.

illiam John Wilcher
ustralian Firearms Management Lobby Group.
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Graham Park

!
pr . 1
Nhj ’3@% 3 President, Shooters Union Australia
—

Framier's Offir, ) PO Box 11220 Centenary Heights

T " QLD 4350
W. Hodgman

Level 11
15 Murray Street
Hobart, Tasmanla, 7000

15 November 2017

Dear Premier,

On behalf of the executive and members of Shooters Union Australia, | am writing to you to set the record
straight on firearms issues in Australia. | wish to challenge the common myths about firearms based on
the facts, rather than emotive arguments. Shooters Union Australia has prepared the attached Top 10
Firearm Myths fact sheet to challenge many of the arguments often put forward to advocate for further

gun regulation in Australia.

Our organisation fully supports efforts to reduce gun crime and the illegal use of weapons in Australia. We
were also supportive of the national gun amnesty, which concluded in September, and have advocated for
it to become a permanent initiative.

However, we believe the additional firearm regulations suggested in the National Firearm Agreement 2017
will only negatively impact the rights of law abiding firearm owners. They do not address the true problem
of criminal gun use, which is caused by illegal importations, manufacture and theft.

We are sending these Top 10 Firearm Myths to you to make the case for sensible and appropriate gun
legislation, focused on the criminal use of weapons rather than further restricting the rights of law abiding
firearm owners.

Shooters Union Australia is an apolitical, member-based organisation that represents legitimate firearm
owners across Australia. We work with all political parties that are interested in promoting the rights of

firearm owners.

The membership draws on a cross-section of the community who share an interest in sensible firearms
legislation that enhances the safety of Australians. Our members and supporters include law enforcement
officers, members of the military (including reserve forces), primary producers, sporting shooters and feral

pest controllers.
Please let us know if you would like more information about these Top 10 Firearm Myths or to meet with
our organisation to discuss these issues further.

Thank you for your consideration.

Yours sincerely,
Graham Park
President
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(DPaC)

MR [ a5

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Categories:

Dear Premier,

Lesley Podesta

Thursday, 1 March 2018 7:13 PM
Hodgman, Will (DPaC)

Urgent and Sensitive

PO TO DRAFT/Reception to Ack

Apologies for direct note but I'm writing with deep concern regarding the press release from the Police Minister

regarding the relaxation of regulations regarding gun laws in Tasmania.

This is deeply disturbing to the Foundation which has long admired your principled position to adhere to the COAG
agreement on gun control. A number of the changes outlined in the press release directly undermine our

harmonised gun laws.

Premier, I'm acutely conscious that you are trying to be re elected but how can you agree to this? You are a good

and decent man. | know you must feel very uncomfortable with what is being proposed.

Please reassure me that you will personally consult with the Foundation and Port Arthur survivors and first

responders before you embark on any such changes. This is so important.

Kind regards,
Lesley Podesta

CEO

Sent from my iPad,



R R S

From: The Premier (DPaC)
Sent: Thursday, 12 April 2018 1:20 PM
To: @amf.org.au
Subject: Firearms Laws

Dear Lesley

Thank you for your letter.

Our firearm laws are among the toughest in the world and that is how they will remain. The Government will
never compromise the integrity of our laws nor the public safety they provide.

We remain fully committed to the National Firearms Agreement.

Following our changes to toughen storage laws early in the last term, the Council of Australian Governments
(CoAG) subsequently determined that all jurisdictions should amend their firearms legislation relating to one
particular type of shotgun.

This necessary step became an opportunity for stakeholders to raise other practical deficiencies they saw in
Tasmania's legislation, in particular relating to the well-known need of many farmers to have more practical
access to safe and efficient firearms for their legitimate crop protection needs without compromising the key
policy elements of our existing laws.

Over the past four years, we have received strong input on firearm policy from a diverse range of stakeholders
and all quarters of the community, and we have listened to all perspectives. Our new reform proposals reflect
the input we have received.

Our commitment to take amendments to the Parliament, a process which will include full public consultation,
was conveyed to stakeholders 23 days before the election, and we encouraged stakeholders to promote and
discuss the proposal publicly which they did.

We remain committed to engaging in extensive consultation. Accordingly, we are supportive of a Parliamentary
inquiry into the proposed changes, which will further allow Tasmanians a chance to have their say on any
proposals. :

Thank you for your interest in this very important matter, and | encourage you to fully participate in the
community consultation process.

Yours sincerely

Hon Will Hodgman MP

Premier

Minister for Tourism, Hospitality and Events
Minister for Parks

Minister for Heritage

Minister for Trade

Level 11 |5 Murray Street HOBART TAS 7000 Australia
GPO Box 123 HOBART TAS 700! Australia

Ph: +61 3 6165 7650
Email: Premi C.1as gov.au
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