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THE OFFICE OF SENATOR JACQUI LAMBIE
SENATOR FOR TASMANIA

23 July 2020

Hon Peter Guiweln MP

Premier of Tasmania

Treasurer

Minister for Climate Change

Minister for the Prevention of Family Viclenoe

Minister for Touriem

Dear Poter .
| write regarding the proposed ‘Project Renewshle Future', which inciudes the Whaleback Ridge wind fanm on
theo West Coast.

t am alamed to hear from project proponent Westcoast Renewable Energy (WRE) that it has been advised by
Minister Roger Jaensch ite application is subject to ‘an investigation’. WRE have been provided no Infogmation
regarding who is undertaking the investigation, what they are investigating, or when any outcoms will be
advised,

it is my understanding thet this is en unusual step in the project application pracess, WRE has been left without

any understanding of what it Is that is being Investigated, which, if nothing else, &nﬂtsﬂaabmtytoadmnoe the
investigation’s speedy resolution by offering any and afl infarmation required. Without being advised of what is

necessary o investigate further, the project proponent must simply absorb the financial cost of dsiay without
any approciable benefit to the project, the community or the state economy.

By all accounts, the projeit represents a substantial economic opportunity with litile environmenta! impact. it is
looated well away frofi any towns, communities or farms, and does not need & new transmission fine 6 be cut
through forest 1o enable connestion to the grid, I coukd offer spill over benefits to advanced manufacturing,
logistics, port expansion, quarrying and cement production in the North and North West and e of sufficient scale
to provide a new gresn hydragen export commodity for Tazmania.

tmportantly, it also provides & guaranteed supply of green hydrogen for Tasmania to rofl out the hydrogen
economy In line with your Government's priorities. It is aleo a project that aligne with your Govamnment's policy
of reaching the target of 200% renewable energy by 2040,

It is worth noting that the proponents have an established record of successful profect defivery and have ‘not
bsen subjecied to this vague and arblirary application of the bureaucracy’s investigatory imperative to date.

| can only assume this ‘investigation’ pertains to the question of the leasing of Crown Land, which the project )

boundaries incorporate.
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{ understand the Tasmenilan Minerals, Menufacturing and Energy Council (TMEC) has raised objections to use
of this land for a wind farm on the grounds such construction would ‘sterflise’ the land-and prevent any future

mineral exploration.

This argument Is specious, There is no petmanent impact on the viability of fufure mineral exploration and
extraction from the project. TMEC's use of the word ‘sterifise’ in this context only means ‘render unable fo be
used for the purposes another party would rather use R, for so fong as it's being used another way’. To the
same extent, building @ home on a block of land 'sterilises’ that land for anybody seeking fo build & block of

ﬂabl
The argumant that praceeding with the WRE project might prevent future mineral exploration has been proven

to be inaccurete. | am advised thet Minister Jaensch has been provided with a geoscientist's report,
demonstrating that mining and renewable energy industries can co-axlet with — and indeed leverage off —

each other.

The report also highlights that much of the area proposed foi the wind farm is on iand that is of low praspect
value. This may explain why the fand in question hae seen no exploretion activity for over 15 years,

WREhashlbmddlemmplmﬁmMmﬁrwmmmeemmmhm arrange
leases for the wind farm — a process that has taken 15 months until now, Further delay cannot be justified If it
jeoperdisas the success damamunmmmmmms of jobs and bilkons of dollars in
economic opportunity.

it Is a project that could create an entirely new industry for Tasmania, but it Is belnig threatened by a vague
‘investigation’ and & claim that amounts o litle more than ‘squatter’s rights’ by mining inferests who have known
about minera! doyosus in the land In question for more than a century bul have decided, well-before this project
came along, that it was not worth cultivating.

It defies reason thet 2 project representing a real, fangible, immediate end ongoing opportunity to eff of
Tasmania could be lumed away at the dooy in favour of the speculative potential opportunily for a future project
to perhaps become cost-effective for the first time in a cendury.

WRE Is not asking for your approvil of the project or any financial support. WRE is ot wanting to circumvent
any planning approvals, environmental or otherwise.

The applicants simply ask that normal approval processes be followed, to allow the project to advance beyond
this initial stage. This includes starfing the environmental approvals process and bringing on board the mustiple
investors who have shown keen interast. This also means significant jobs on the ground In the northwest and

west coast.
1 would walcome an opportunity to discuss this matter further with you and look fotward to receiving your reply.

Yours Sincerely
;{_U.-_ L

Senator Jacqui Lamble

independent Senator for Tasmania

Cc:.  Senator Methias Cormann  Senator.Cormann@aph.Gov.au
Hon Angus Taylor
Hon David O'Byme
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Retallick, Amanda
From: The Premier
Sent: Tuesday, 22 September 2020 2:31 PM
To: ‘Senator.Lambie@aph.gov.au’'
Subject Letter from the Premier, Hon Peter Gutwein MP
PREMIER - Letter to Sen Jacqu~back Ridge Wind Farm (M684757).pdf

Attachments:

Please find attached a letter from the Premier, the Hon Peter Gutwein MP.

Kind regards

Eva Hangan
Departmental Ualson Officer
Office of the Premiar, the Hon Peter Gutwein MP

i

Premier of Tastania

Tredsurer
Minisoer for Climate Change

Minkster for the Prevertion of famlly Vicknce
Minfster for Tourksm

Leve! | {1, 15 Murray Street HORART TAS 7000

Phoner (03) 6165 7650

Emall: premien@dpac cas.gov.au
mgmmimta&xgm



PREMIER OF TASMANIA

17 SEP 2020

Senator Jaceui Lambie
Independent Sena_torfqr Tasmania

Dear.SeoatsF ~orCqu’

Thank you for your letier dated 23 July 2020 regarding a proposal by West Coast Renewable Energy
(WCRE) to install meteorological masts (met masts) in the vicinity of Whaleback Ridge on Tasmania’s
West Coast. -
| note the concerns raised with you by the proponent in respect of the pathway for that proposal,
‘The Tasmanian Government is committed to becoming the renewable energy battery of the nation,

p to.making this a reality. Additionally, it is key to

and developing wind generation capacity is a key ste
“Tasmania achieving its Renewable Energy Target — to.double the state's. generation capacity to 200

" percent of curvent needs by 2040.-

| am pleased to advise the Tasmanian Govemiment has recently
the erection of four met masts on parcels of reserved land, Futu
and Crown land, The met masts will, over the course of 12 months,
and turbulence, and air density of the wind at those locations.

The process of assessment for the proposal to date has been
ensure that the proposed activity is approprizte for the sites,
The Goverment has determined it is appropriate to issue the licence with the caveat that it does in-
ho way provide any further approval, implied or otherwise, or any expectation of further
development without additional approvals being granted.

issued a ficence to WRCE allowing
re Potential Production Forest fand
test the speed, direction, shear

routine, but nonetheless thorough to

Peter Gutwein MP
Premier

GPD Box 123, Hobert TAS 7001 | Telsphane: 61 3 5165 7650 | Emal: premiern@dpac.tas.gov.ay
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Retallick, Amanda
From: The Premier

Sent: Friday, 30 October 2020 8:25 AM

To:- ‘alan.morrell@westcoastrenew.com.au’

Subject: FW: Summary update on Project Renewable Future

Dear Alan

On behalf of the Premier, the Hon Peter Gutwein MP, thank you for your email dated
Your correspondence is wmanﬁy being considered.

Kind regards

Office of the Premier

The Hon Peter Gutwein MP
Premier of Tasmania

Treasurer

Minister: for Climate Chmge
Minister for the Prevention of Family Violence

Minister for Tourlsm -
Level 11, 15 Murray Street HOBART TAS 7000

Phone: (03) 6165 7650
Email: premier@@dpac.tas.govay
www.premier.tas,gov.ay

From: Alan Morrell <als |
Sent: Friday, 23 October 2020 12 24 PM

To: Gutwein, Peter <Peter.Gutwein@dpac.tas.gov.au>
Ce: Craig Brakey <craig.brakeV@westcoastrenew.com.au>; Alex Simpson <alex.simpson @westcoastrenew.com.au>

Subject: Summary update on Project Renewable Future

Dear Premier

Craig Brakey advised me of his discussion with you last night. | understand he also provided you with
copies of recent correspondence we have sent to Minister Jaensch and to the Crown Solicitor,

For ease of reference [ draiv out the salient points of those letters below,

We received approval to install Met Masts on 28 August. This is welcome news, however there are
limitations on the approval that we are endeavouring to clarify:

o The two year time Himit on the license approval - license should be ongoing with annual or
bi-annuat renewals as the masts remain in situ for many years.

o Series of limitations on the license relating to what we can access on the ground to enable
the various enviro studies, etc as part of the larger approvals process for a wind farm — this
shouid be addressed as part of our lease — detailed below.

1
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o Itis worth noting that the proposed area for [ease is approximately 200 ha. There is a much
larger ‘study area’ used for initial survey studies but this has been refined considerably over
the past 12 months:

= We wrote to Min Jaensch on this subject 17 Sept 2020
»  Our lawyers wrote to the Crown solicitor seeking clarification 16 Sept 2020
s We are awaiting their response

= Discussions with potential investors are stalled because of the lack of a clear pathway to securing
the land.
o Invéstors and commercial partners well understand our situation, but we need to
demonstrate to them we will be able to secure a lease over the area once we have
successfully completed the approval process.

¢ We have (dentified the Waratah Reservoir as an ideal and sustainable source of water supply for
the project. As you would know, the dam is surplus to requirements of TasWater and we believe
there is potential for an outcome that suits TasWater, the Waratah community, and Westcoast
Renewable Energy (WRE):
o Discussions with both TasWater and the Waratah Community {incl. Mayor) are progressing
rapidly. ]
o We need to clarify the land issue referred to above, before we can give any undertakings.
Our request of the State Government s simply to allow normal due process to continue. We have
effectively been taken out of normal process for extended periods. This means
o 2 timely discussion with the Crown Solicitor to finalise conditions on the Licence to Instafl Met
Masts
¢ To re-engage with Parks and Wildlife Services on the draft Leases we submitted in June 2019. We
have proposed a staged lease arrangement {at Parks request) which recognises the 3 year
environmental and other required approvals and also does not bind the Crown beyond atlowing us
to access land in order to complete the approvals processes.

1 also attach a copy of a report we commissioned to address a concern raised by the Tasmanian Minerals,
Manufacturing & Energy Council earlier this year regarding muiti-use of fand by the mining and renewable
energy industries. This report conﬁrms a range of tachnologies exist that aliows the industries to co-exist,
which has always been our intent. This report has been submitted to the offices of Minister Jaensch and
Minister Barnett {prior to receiving approval for the Met Masts).

We have aiso applied for funding under the Tasmanian Government’s ‘Hydrogen industry Development
Fund’. A central component of this funding would be to undertake a feasibility study to assess the
upgrades required at the Port of Burnie to handle bulk hydrogen {in its various forms). We would also
examine the advanced manufacturing capabilities in the Burnie region and identify any associated gaps in
capability so they can be rectified prior to construction. The funding will allow us to move rapidlyon a
number of fronts if successful.”

We would value a brief meeting with you to clarify any of the issues around the project. We would afso like
to raise our current thinking regarding the guaranteed supply of renewable hydrogen in Tasmania. This will
involve a number of stakeholders and we would value your feedback on how this can be achieved in line
with the Govemm_ent's strategy. We would be happy to liaise with your office to find a time in your

calendar that might suit.

Lastly, we believe we can make a solid contribution to the Covid-19 recovery process in the State, and
remain keen to work with your Government to progress.



Regards

%&e 'v!;:
Alan Morvell
Chief Executive

Waestcoast Renewable Energy Pty itd
ACN: 635 216 163 Proponents of "Project Renewable Future’

e: alan.morrell @ westcoastrenew.com.ay m: [



Independent Analysis of Exploration Activities und Methods around the Proposed

By:

Whaleback Ridge Wind Farm, northwestern Tasmania, Australia

Westcaast Renewshie Energy Pty Lad
ACN: 633 216 163
Hobart, Yasmanis, Australla

David Tumer, PhD, P.Geo.
‘Turner Geosclenca Consulting Lid.
Courlenay, British Columbia, Canada

July 6%, 2020



Executive Summary

Westcoast Renewable Energy (WRE) requested an independent technical review of readily available
geological information in the context of mineral potential and exploration activity in the area of imterest.
The area of interestis focused on the proposed Whaleback Ridge Wind Farm, which currently comprises
429 proposed turbine locations. The author carried out a desktop review of publicly available fiterature
{refarences are provided} and has provided an opinion based on this information, it is the author's
opinion that the turbines are generally placed in areas of lower minera) potential, and that the presence
of wind turbines does not preclude the ability to continue exploration with the majority of traditional
methodoiogles. Some early stage geophysical survey methods may be impacted by the presence of
turbines, however, there remalin many tools at the disposal of modern exploration companies to
continue their work. Exploration technologies will continue to evolve and improve, likely further .
minimizing such issues in the future. Furthermore, it Is the author’s understanding that WRE s not
opposed to mineral exploration and mine development,

One solution to address concerh around Instailation of turbines is to emphasize earliest turbine
installations at regions where no expioration licences or leases are present {e.g., Centrai Block).
Concurrently, collaboration and consultation with mineral exploration stakeholders could be carried out,
such as with Stelfar Resources and others who are developing Sn projects, as this will ensure open
communication regarding construction activities that may impact exploration, Roadbuliding and other
activities may aiso provide a benefit for exploration access and sampling.

Additionally, specific proposed turbine locations are not currently fixed In place, and therefore
oppoeriunity exists to expand certain clusters of turbines, such as for the Central and North Blocks, adjust
the location of some turbines, such as near Renison Bell mine lease, and/or relocate certain turbine
{ocations, such as for licences and leases near Zeehan,

it is the author’s opinion that mineral exploration and the proposed wind farm turbines can coexlst, and
2 phased approach to construction and consultation would allow the mineral exploration industry ample
time to assess areas of potentlal challenges. The author did not investigate ather types of tenure and
land use in the area, and focused solely on the mineral potential and geological setting. in the context of
a "social Hicenee® for the wind farm project, no attempts were made to address presence or absence of
community support. No field work wes conducted.

Independent Analysis of Exploration Activities and Methods around the Proposed Wheteback Ridge Wind
Farm, northwestern Tasmaunia, Austrolia Poye 2 of 42
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1. Introduction and Terms of Reference

Westooast Renewable Energy (WRE) has requested an independent technical review of readily available
geological information in the context of mineral potential and exploration activity it the area of interest.
The area of interest Is focused on the proposed Whaleback Ridge Wind Farm, which currently comprises
429 proposed turbine {ocations,

it is understood by the author that:

s Westcoast Renewabie Energy will be using this docurnent In its efforts to further the objectives
of the wintfarm,

»  support for the wind farm project has been expressed by the local community and multiple
levels of government,

« there is some concern reganding the possible sterilization of potential mineralization, and
therefore the prevention of possible mine development,

e ‘Westcoast Renewable Energy Is not opposed to mineral exploration and development of
resources, if present, and

s the specific locations of turbine sites have been proposed, but are not necessarily fixed at
present.

The author carried out a desktop review of publicly available literature and has provided an opinion
based oa this Information and his professional experience. Comments were provided on whether the
presence of wind turbines would affect the akility to conduct minera! exploration In the future. Specific
referenoes ane given at the end of this document, No fiefd work was conducted.

The author did not investigate ather types of tenure and land use in the area, and focused solely o the
mineral potential and geological setting. In the context of a “soctal licence” for the wind farm project, no
sttempts were made to address presence or absence of community support.

2. Areas of Interest

The defined areas of interest are shown in the maps below, This overall area can be divided into 4
blocks: North, Central, East, and West, The North, East and West Blocks can be further divided into
portions with proposed turbine locations that fall within Exploration Licences (EL} and those that do not,
No proposed turbine jocations fall within leases. Further discusston Is given tater regarding the various
exploration licences and leases in the context of the geological settings. The proposed turbine sites lie to
the south of the existing Granvifle Harbour Wind Farm, which comprises completed and planned 31
turbines.

independent Analysis of Exploration Activities and Methads around the Proposed Whaleback Ridge Wind
Farm, northwestern Tasmania, Australia Page 4 of 42
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Figure 1. Areas of Interest as given by Westcoest Renewable Energy. Original proposed area outline in
red, and revised outline in cyan/blue. These boundaries differ slightly from the blocks drawn.by the
author,

Independent Analysis of Exploration Activities and Methods around the Proposed Whaleback Ridge Wind
farm, northwestern Tasmanla, Austrolia Page 5 of 42



Proposed Turbme Sites - Westgm Tasmama

Figure 2. Proposed turbine sites in wastarn Tasmania. Diagonal hatched areas show exploration ficences
{EL), and coloured polygons with heavy lines indicate lsases. Circles denote sites autside of licences,
while squares are within the bounds of existing licences. Borderiess fight coloured polygons show
*Turbine Blocks”. Locations given by Westesast Renewable Energy, and “Blocks” defined by author. The
datum used in these styled maps Is GDA94, and UTM Zone 555 projection.

Table 1. Summary of Turbine 8locks
Block Geographic identifier Nurnber of Proposed Approximate |
) _Turbine Sites (sub blocks) | Area(ha) |
North Wheleback / Meredlth Range | 194 7489
North ~ within EL M_mee ~10(S, 5) . 410
Centyal Watsons Creék ET K-;C)
East Traileréak. . 67 3ng
East-within €L Zeehan _ 1 822 |
| West dount Heer tbour | 107(88. 1 .38) 3558
West - within EL Granville Harbour . .94 2,750
Totuls 429 19663

*green cells indicate within exploration licences — total of 145
Independent Analysis of Expioration Activitles and Methods around the Proposed Whaleback Ridge Wind
Farm, northwestern Tasmania, Australia Page6ofd2
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Figure 3. Existing Granville Harbour Wind Farm location and local geographic features.

3, Regional Geology, Mineral Deposits, Leases and Exploration Licences
of the Areas of Interest

This section of the report briefiy covers the regional geology and geophysical surveys, leases and
exploration ficences, and summaries of the main mineral deposit styles currently under exploratiori. The
order was chosen to provide some contextual information prior to dispiaying the licences and leases,
and then following with specific but brief descriptions of the mineralization styles. Notably, the majority
of the exploration and developrent work that is relevant to the propesed turbine locations is focused
on tin and tungsten. This mineralization is tied to the Devonian-aged granitoids snd is often stightly

outboard of an intrusion’s margin. This concept Is repeated several times throughiout this report.

Prospectivity studies have been previously carried out in the region on behalf of the Tesmanlan
Government, {e.g, Turner et al. 2003, Large and McNell 2012} and renewed glabal interest in critical
metals-has put a spot light on evolved magmatic-hydrothermat systems, such a5 those that gave rise to
the tin mineralization at Renison Beli (e.g., Cooke ef al. 2019). Combined with historical mining in the
general area of the proposed wind turbinas, there is a fair amount of geological literature avallable.

independent Analysis of Exploration Activities and Methods around the Proposed Whaleback Ridge Wind
Farm, northwestern Tasmania, Austrafia Page 7 of 42



The most advanced and targeted exploration projects in the area of interest belong to Stellar Resources,
who are exploring for tin (Sn) at historical occurrences and new sites. In particular, they are heavily
focused near the town of Zeehan, and also have a smaller satellite project at St Ofzier closer to Granvifle
Harbour. These dlaims and leases ave held by Stellar's subsidiary company, Columbus Minerals Ltd, Only
nine {9) proposed turbine sites lay within exploration Category 1 Licences. These areas also enclose
much of the historical Pb-zn mineralized areas of the Zeehan region.

Ten Star Resources, affiliated with AusTinMinerals hold a few leases on tin deposits that have baen
variablably worked, as well as exploration licences that cover & broader area. While some proposed
turbine sites lay within the exploration licence area, none of the turbines lie within the leases.

The Avebury Ni project is distinct in its geological orighy, and I currently being developed by Dundas
Mining (although leases and licences are held by Allegiaince Mining). These tenures lay greater than ~3
km to south from the southern-most proposed turbine location, and related prospective rocks also lay

south of the proposed turbines.

Cambrian aged polymetaliic VIVIS deposits of the Mount Read Volcanic complex are important ore types
in western Tasmania. They have been significant drivers of mineraf exploration and mining in this region
for decades and active exploration continues, however, this activity is situated wall to the east of the

proposed turbine sites,

3.1 Regional Geology and Geophysics

The regional geology has been Investigated many times through various government, academic and
industry efforts {e.g., as compiled in Corbett 2002). in addition to the area being well mapped and the
focus of greater than 100 years of mineral explaration and mining, the strong regional metal
endowment has afso prompted regional atrbarne geophysical surveys that cover prospictive zones at
dacent spatia! resolution (e.g., Godber et al, 2003). These regional surveys are supplemented by
additional focused airhorne surveys that target specific mineralized areas, such as around Zeehan for a
range of minersls {e.g., Zn targeting memorandum by Zeehar: Zinc, 2007) and near Mount Lindsay for
Sn-W {e.g,, Venture Resources VIEM sufveys). Thus, types of exploration datasets available for explorers
already include gravity, EM, magnetics, and radiometrics, and many of these are easily available through
the Tasmanian digital geoscience portal. These reglonal and focal surveys provide the foundation for -
{urther ground or low altitude {e.g., UAV} geophysical surveys to support continued mineral exploration.
The following maps provide a base for the broader geological setting of the region and are supported by
arenge of government, academicand industry maps that show current and historical exploration work.

indgpendent Analysis of Exploration Activitles and Methods around the Proposed Wholeback Ridge Wind
Farm, northwestern Tasmania, Australia Pape 8 of 42
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Figure 4. Geological Framework of Tasmania. Map from Bottrlll et af. (1998). Note the labels of
Rosehery, Renison and Zeehan.

independent Analysts of Exploration Activities and Methods around the Froposed Whaleback Ridge Wind
Farm, northwestern Tasmenia, Australio Poge 9 of 42



Iﬂrl'“"
v

fiit
ikt
It ,\!. i
R

“TE.

1

r.;!i

1
|
a

Fifure X, Sitamary prifapite] aoup uf avrttavcrioia Tetmanis {6fer Seyiour & Colvre 19953, divming aeehs Pootermstc rock daiks.

Figure 5. Geolbgical Framework of northwestern Tasmania. Map from Bottrlll ef of, (1998). Note the
1abels of Renison Bell, Zeehan, and Heemskirk Granite.

independent Analysls of Exploration Activities and Methods oround the Proposed Wholeback Ridge Wind
Farm, northwestern Tasmania, Australio

Poge 10 of 42



Proposed Turbine Sites -

. Western Tasmania

By SAS

o et
7 Yo
n

Y ‘ o :‘;{% ]
) U e Pk
| g N

]
2 4 [ ] “ﬂﬂnmﬂr_
| i A l

Figure 6, Reglonal Geology with turbine sites, turbine blocks, leases and licances plotted. Geology map
extracted from the Tasmanlan Government geascience portal.

Independent Analysis of Expioration Activities and Methads around the Propased Whaleback Ridge Wind
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Figure 7. Regional Geology only, as extracted from the Tasmanian Goverm_mn!: geosclence portal.
Granitoids shown in pink, including the Heemskirk Granite to the SW and the Meredith Granite to the
NE. Metasedimentary rocks are shown in greys, blue and tans, and voleanic and uitramafic rocks are in

green.

Independent Analysis of Exploration Activities and Methods around the Proposed Whaleback Ridge Wind
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Figure 8. Regione! geological setting with an emphasis on Devanian Intrusive rod:s and $n minerallzed
systems. From Cooke et of,- 2019. Notable featiires on this map are the Renison and Queen Hill areas,
Avebury Ni, and Ag-Pb-Zn deposits fo the SE of Queen Hill. The Cambrian Mount Read Voleanics are

shown in blue.
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Figure 9, Figures from Godb;ar et al, {2003) showing radiometric and TMI response maps and datasets

avajtable from the Western Tasmanlan Reglonal Minerals Program,
independent Analysis of Exploration Activities and Methods around the Praposed Whaleback Ridge Wind
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| Figure 12
Granitoids and major Devorian mineral deposits of Tasrannie dlsoson on an inssge of tervain-corveched gravity.

Figure 10, Government collected regional gravity survey results for northern Tasmania with emphasis on
{Javonlan related deposits. For spatial reference, note Avebury Ni and Renison 8ell Sn occurrences. Map
from Seymour et gl. {2005},

3.2 Mineral Exploration Licences and Leases of the Areas of Interest

The Areas of interest for turbine placement do overlap with existing exploration licences, however,
there are no overlapping Areas of Interest with mineral leases. Of the total 429 proposed turbine sites,
115 are currently sited within 4 discrete exploration licences, and there are 10 turbine sites placed
within 100 m of leases.

The majority of the turbine sites within exploration licences fal within EL9/2019, which is a broad area
near Granville Harbour {(West Block) that appears to be focused on higher grade tin mineralization with
relatively small surficial footprints {e.g., St Dizler open plt, ~2.6 hectares, 10M/2017). This exploration
licence already overlies existing turbine sites that belong to the Granville Harbour Wind Farm.
Independent Analysis of Exploration Activities and Methods qround the Proposed Wholeback Ridge Wind
farm, northwestem Tasmania, Australia Page 14 of 42



Exploration ficence EL13/2018 Is in proximity to Zeehan (East Block}, and the proposed sites are alf along
the margins and away from publicly advertised geological exploration targets. EL2/2018 and E121/2005
are located at the northern extents of the proposed turbine area of interest {North Block} and the
turbine sites fall within ~300 m of the larger exploration licence margins.

The turbine sites near to ieases are primarily in the Granville Harbour area and are situated adjacent to
smaller leases associated with smaller open pits that target tin extraction, processing and waste disposal
{10M/2017, 2M/2018, SM/2019). The ather region with a lease {12M/1995) is near to the Renison Bell
Mine and only a single turbine is within the 100 m buffer.

Table 2. Turbine Blocks with Lease and Exploration Licence Information.

[ Block ‘Numberof |Sites | Steswithin | Sites within
- Proposed within [ 100 moflease | Exploration )

_ | Yurbine Sites. | Lesses | Boundmfes | Licence

| Nosth  [1a4° 0. |0 R

North —withinEL | 10 o . |o | 10

Central i6:, " 0., |p g, XY

Eost ) X [ i TP ]

East-within€L |31 0 0 [T

West - 107, 0 0 AN I

West—withinEL | 94 . 0 | o4 ]
Totals | 429 | 0 .10 215 |

*green shading indicates overiap with EL
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Figure 11. Praposed turblne sites in western Tasmania [same as previous figure, repeated for

convenience), Diagonal hatched araas show exploration ficences (EL), and coloured polygons with heavy
" fines indicate leases. Circles denote sites outside of licences, while squares are within the bounds of

existing licences. Borderless light coloured polygons show “Turbine Blocks”. Locations given by West

Coast Renew, and “Blocks” defined by author.
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Figure 12. Yurbine sites,
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Flgure 13. Turbine sites, exploration licences (EL#/YEAR, diagonal hitched) and leases (#M/YEAR, solid
colour) with emphasts on the East Block area.
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Figure 14. Turbine sites, explaration licences (ELK/YEAR, disgonal hatched] and leases (#M/YEAR, solid
colour} with emphasis on the North Block area.
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3.3 Magmatic Hydrothermal Sn-W Mineralization - Renison Bell and Queen
Hill

The Renison Bel stratabound and vein-hosted Sn ore bady is a well known mineralized system related to
a highty fractionated I-type granite, the Devonian aged Pine Hill Granite. Tin mineraifzation Is dominantly
present as cassiterite with assoclated massive sulfides (e.g., arsenopyrite, pyrrhotite, pyrite,
chalcopyrite). The current mine fife for Renison Bell undergmund mine is “10 years, though there is
upside potential according to WMetals X Ltd.. Regional exploration is being conducted by Metals X and
their Bluestone Mines Tasmania Joint Venture, and this work appears to be focused to the north and
northeast with emphasis an nearest inineralized areas (e.g., North King and South Bassett). An excellent
study and review of the geological setting at Renison is given by Kitto {1994, 1898) with descriptions of
effective exploration methods, such as mapping structures, studying alteration and using soll and stream

geochemistry,
& No proposed turbine sites fall within the lease related to the Renison Bell Mine {12M/1995).

Other simitar Sn-W occurrences, such as Queen Hill, are found in rocks related to Devonian-
Carboniferous aged highly fractionated granitoids in this general region. Hong et al. 2017 and Cock et o,
2017 recently dorimented many of the historical magmatic hydrothermal Sn-W occurrences in the
Heemskirk region, Active mineral exploration s being conducted to the SW of the Renlson Bell area near
Zeehan, and fairly extensive drill programs targeting these tin stiowings have been carried out in recent
years {e.g., Stelfar Resources iimited). The focus of that work has been in and around Queen Hill,
Montana, Oonah, and Severn targets, which are In close proximity to Zeehan. These Zechan-proximal
targets are belng approached with underground development In mind. '

» This region of exploration and development shows the most significant ovetlap with the
proposed turbine sites, 2nd 10 locations are within axploration licence EL 13/2018, heid by
Columbus Metals Ltd. None of these 10 sites, however, are located in areas listed as high

priosity for expioratory work ot leases, -~

Further to the west and more closely associated with the Heemskirk granite is the St Dizier deposit,
which lies closer to Granville Harbour and is a small open pit target. Also close to Granville Harbour, the
Granville Tin Mine leases held by Ten Star Mining, a subsidiary of AusTinMining, are cirrently in the
process of being sold or disposed of according to June and July 2020 press releases. This groupl
company also holds a number of the other {eases and exploration licences in the area.

« While a number of propused turbine sites fall within EL 9/2019 (held by Ten Star #ining}, no
turbine sites fail within the existing leases (2M/2018, SM/2019, 32071988, 10M/2017),

To the northeast of the proposed turbine sites exploration is being carried out by Venture Metals near
Mount Lindsay. in this region, the Devonian Meredith Granite-related mineralization comprlses tin and
tungsten {W) hosted In magnetite skarns. Grades are generally lower than at Renison Bell, but recent

independént Analysis of Exploration Activities and Methods around the Proposed Whaleback Ridge Wind
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airborne geophysical surveys have identified some “Renison Style High Grade Targets”. Targets are well
inboard of the exploration licences and mineralization is apparently focused along fault structures
cutting Success Creek Group and Crimson Creek Formatioh Hithologies, és well as the more nort

Gordon Limestones. - .
e Five proposed turbine sites fall within EL 21/2005 at its eastern margins, but sit within Oonsh
Formation rocks that are not apparently the focus of current exploration, '
The region between Trial Harbour and Granville Harbour is occupled largely by the Heemskirk Granite, 2
polyptiase and evoived Devonian granitoid. The eastem jobe is termed the Red Granite while the

western lobe, where mineralization is mdre common and intrusive sctivity is younger, is termed the
White Granite, This region has been explored since the late 18005 and a number of mineral occurrences

2re recorded here, especlally for Sn and especially at the southern limits of the intrusive body [e.g,,

greisens near Lake Cumberland), Recent acadetnic work has focused on better understanding the
petrogenesis of the granite and its mineralization potential (e.¢., Hajitaheri 1985, Canke et al. 2019). it
has'been explored many times over the last >100 years, and most recently by Minrex Resources {Munro
2018, expired £L18/2011) from 2011 to 2018. That recent work was targeting the potentfal of a larger
lower grade resource for Sn, however, the field work concluded that “the resuits to date are
disappointing”. For example, in 2017 2 total of 58 rack samples were taken from some of the most
prospective areas, and anly 5 samples yielded Sn values above 0.2%. As a result, the project was

discontinued..
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figure 15, Regiohal geological map of the area, as extracted from the Tasmanian Goverment
geoscience and mapping portal. The Renison Bell area Is denoted by the orange star with red outline.
Rocks that host this mineralization are largely the Renison Mine Sequence and Sucoess Creek Group, but
are generally in close proximity to the Pine Hill Granite and tied closely to structural features. Empty red
stars are Rosebery {to NE) and Zeehan (to SW) areas, The central square is 50 km by S0 km, and north s

upwards on the map.
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Figure 16. Simplified iocal geological setting near Renison Bell with local exploration targets {left) end
regionzl map denoting exploration targeting (right), from the Metals X June 2020 Company

Presentation.
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figure 17, Renison-style carbonate replacement S deposit cross section schematic from Kitto {1998).
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Figure 18. Stellar Resources principzl Sn tangets th the Zeehan region, including the broader Exploration
Licence (EL 13/2018) termed Montana Flats. Advanced targets include Sevem (A), Queen Hill (8),
Montana [C} and Qonah {D). Geological structures are impartant features of the mineralizing event.
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Figure 18, St Dizler plan and small proposed open pit over the Central Lode. Figure from Stellar
Resources website,
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Figure 20. St Dizier cross section of proposed open pit. Figure from Steliar Resources webshe,
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Figure 21. Granville Tin Skarn Smali-Scafe Mining, April 2018, Mining has since ceased. Phioty from
AusTinMining website,

GmnvﬂehasmdacﬁaﬁengmowanddkmmmeCmWskey
value drivers of Taronga and Mf Coball. The proposed divesiment of Granyilie will
provide an oppostunity for for renewed emphosls an explorafion and developmend, The
sole wif also provide $1,000,000 in cash proceeds for re-invesiment info the business.

Figure 22. Quote from AusTinMining in an Aprit 2020 update presentation. Presentation accessed enline
from website,
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Figure 23. Mount tindsay deposit and surrounding targets, with minerallzation focused along Crimson
Creek Formation and Success Creek Group in proximity o structural features. Image from Venture
Minerals Presentation files, dated June 2020.
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Figure 24. Regional geology and historical stream sediment sampling results from Minrex Resources,
2018 Annual Report on expired EL18/2011.
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3.4 Hydrothermal Polymetallic Veins ~ Zeehan

The reglon s generally well known for mining, with the Zeehan sitver-lead orebody being discovered in
the fate 19™ century and many small to medium size mines operating up until the mid 1900's (Williams
and Both 1971}, The Zeehan mineral fields are generally described as hydrothermatiy-related
replacement, vein and skarn deposits with enrichmént in Pb, Zn and Ag. These ore systems all cross cut
their host rocks, which include older Precambrian Oonah Formation quertzites and sitstones. The
mineralization event itself is thought to be related to Devonian granites and refated hydrothermal fluid
circulation. While many historical mines and prospects exist in the area, as evidenced by the large
number of document mineral occurrences, these all fall close to the town of Zechan. The majority of the
contemporary exploration in this reglon is currently focused on tin {Sn) mineralization {see previous

section)..

» Drawing 2 750 m buffer around the reported mineral occurrences envelops 4 proposed turbine
locations st the far NNW extent of the buffer. These turbine locations could be given lower
priority In a queue of construction to allow for unhindered interim exploration.

interestingly, there Is also a renewed interest in the Zeehan area by researchers at University of
Tasmania that are looking to uniock value of the disposed slags (e.g., Parbhakar-Fox et al. 2019} and
rehabilitate the area. While this has no direct impact on the concepts of exploration and mineral
development near 16 the turbines, there are some shared ideclogies with renewable energy generation.

Independent Analysis of Exploration Activities and Methods around the Proposed Whalebuck Ridge Wind
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Figure 25. Proposed turbine locations and assotlated Blocks, plotted with mineral occurrences coloured
by dominant commodity, Occurrences proximal to Zeehan towards the proposed turbines have had a
750 m buffer drawn In purple, and show that only 4 proposed turbine locations fall near to 2 PbZnAg-
dominant occurrences {3035 and 3036, both unnamed).
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Figure 26. Generalized geologicat map of the Zeehan area with emphasis on historical production and
the location of the Zeehan Stag Piles. Map from Parbhakar-Fox et ¢l (2019).

Figure 27. Mine and prospect locafities of the Zeehan area (from Williams and Both 1971}
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3.5 Polymetallic VMS Deposits - Rosebery

The ore bodies at the Rosebery mine are hosted in Cambrian-aged Mount Read Volcanics, and are
generally described s polymetaliic massive suffide deposits with enrichment in 2n, Pb, Au, Agand Cu,
These ores are restricted to thase Cambrian rock packsges, and afso include a number of other related
deposhts {e.g., as in Corbett 2002 and Seymoyr et al. 2006). The prospective host rocks for these
deposits generally fall considerably to the east of the proposed turbine sites, but are commented on
here because of their significance and small siivers of unit CMVS rocks nearto Zeehan (see Corbett

2002

‘éhmm‘:ew%uuma#

Figure 28. Geological map from Solomon et . (1588) of the-Mount Read Voleanics, inclitding the
‘Rasebery Deposit at the northern part of the complex. To the west are rocks of the Dundas Group and

Western Sequence,

Independent Analysis of Exploration Activities and Methods around the Proposed Whaleback Ridge Wind
Farm, northwestern Tasmanla, Australia Page 31 of &2




3.6 Other Mineralization Styles

The Avebury nicke! deposit immediately to the south of the avea of interest has been variably described,
but is thought to be either related directly to the Heemskirk granite or more probably a pfe-existing
ophiofitic-hosted Wi ore with overprinting aiteration from the Heemskirk granite {e.g, Keays et gl. 2013,
Seymour et al, 2006, Hong et @l 2017), This deposit has seen intermittent development and
underground mining, and recent news releases avallable online suggest that production will restart, but
that there have been some challenges. Laases in this area are currently held by Alleglance Mining Pty
L1d. Continued exploration for this mineralization style will be restricted to the ultramafic rocks that host
the Avebury deposit, and these all lay south of the southern-tast proposed turbines.

Figure 29. Near-mine geological satting of the Avebury Nideposit, Kote that the prospective uttramafic
rocks are afl south and east of the Heemskirk granite. Figure from Aflegiance Mining Pty ASX filings,
dated August 2007,

At the northefn extents of the Area of Interest, an exploration licence {€L2/2018) heid by Georging
Resources Pty Ltd. appears to be focused on the Bowry Formation greenschists of the Arthur
Metamorphic Complex, and nearby mineral occurrences {and thelr associated historical reports, &.g., 88-
2779) suggest that exploration Is iikely focused on magnetite and/ot gold metal potential. Some
Industrial minerels are also present regionally within the Arthur Metamorphic Complex.

¢ There are 4 proposed turbine locations within this ticence, however, they are not placed within
these mapped prospective lithologies and instead land within the Oonah Formation "Whyte
Group” quartzites and quartz-dominated petitic schists.

independent Analysis of Expioration Activities and Methads around the Proposed Wholebaek Ridge Wind
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3.7 Ssummary of Mineral Exploration and Mining in the Context of Turbine
Sites

Attive mining is taking place at the Renjson Bell Mine. Advanced exploration s being carried out near
Zeehan for Ni {Avebury) and Sn (Zeehan ore fields), and small pits and occurrences are located near
Grahville Herbour. Earfier stage exploration activities focus on Sn (Mt Lindsay) and Au (Bowry Fm)

prospects to the north and across the Heemskirk granite. The most prominent overlap between
proposed turbine sites and éxploration activity is near Granville Harbour, however, the leve! and scale of

exploration activities suggest that the two activities could easily co-exist. The next most prominent area
of overlap is in proximity to the Zeehan ore fields where more advanced exploration Is taking pace
within a brownfields setting. These proposed turbine sites would have a greater influence on
exploration sctivity, however, the stage of exploration fof these projects suggests that dlamond drilling
will be required to start exploring at greater depths. Diamond drilling can largely coexist with wind
turbines, -

The following map shows all the known minerat accurrenices in the region. The dominance of Pb2nAg
(lead, 2inc, sifver) and SnW (tin, tungsten) occurrences.is consistent with the current exploration and
historjcal mining In the area. The turbine sites have been largely placed in locations with low number of

mineral occurrences and lesser mineral exploration activity, The Heeprnskirk area stands out in contrast-
to athers, where numerous SnW occurrences are within the West Block and not covered by any licences.

This region has been the focused of many exploration programs in search of lower grade and higher
tonnage SnW deposits, but has not been successful historically {e.g., the abandoned Peripatetic mine) or

recently (e.g., Minrex Resources, 2012 to 2017).

Independent Arialysis of Exploration Activities and Methods around the Proposed Whaleback Ridge Wind
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Figure 30. Mineral occurrences of the Granwille Harbour and Zeehan region, Occurrences have-been
grouped into primary commadities, arid shortened by element abbreviations (e.g., Sn=tin}. The region is
dearly dominated by SnW {red) and PbZnAg {tue} occurrences. The purple buffer in the Zeehanarea ls
750 m around the dominant PbZnAg and Sn occurrences.

Overall, the proposed turbine locations are well placed in the context of not interfering with current
exploration activity. Minor adjustments to the féw challeriging proposed locations could avoid any .
potenttal interferences with exploration. For example, there is one proposed turbine location
immediately adjacent 4o the Renison Bell Lease, and if deemed probiematic could pulled back or
relocated to the other side of the East Turbine Block where there are no potential conflicts with existing

tenure.

New discoveries otstside of historical areas are always possibie, however, it Is important to note that
mining and exploration in this region hais been active since the late 1800's. Furthermaore, the important
ore and related gangue minerals in these flelds (e.g,, cassiterite; galena, tetrahedrite, fluorite) are
generally dense, resistive to abrasion and/or in high geochemicai contrast to host rocks, thus making
them very suitsble for discovery along drainages either through panning or silt setple geochemistry. A

Independent Analysis of Exploration Activities and Methods eround the Proposed Whaleback Ridge Wind
Farm, northwestern Tasmanio, Australio Page 34 of 42

it
!



!

conclusion from this statement is that while not 2/l of the individual deposits may have been found, their
distribution shouid fall within the existing fimits of mineral occurrences. For example, the polymetallic
veins and Sn lodes In the Zeehan area are very well clustered, and a buffer around these occurrences
should delineate their outermost prospective region. If there were surficial outcrops of slinflar
mineraiization outslde of this houndary they would have likely been reported and possibly explored,

It is important to recognize thet recorded mineral occurrences can range widely in importance and
relevance, from single outerops that have assoclated poor assays or limited work (e:g., 107705, Trial
Creek "Construction.Materials” listed as Unknown), to those that are very historical in nature (e.g.,
1D3251, shaft sunk circa 1895 at McNamaras Prospect), as well as to more developed prospects with
diamond drilling or underground development (ID2958, drilling, underground mapping and geophysics,
supporting resource calculation at Sn lodes of the Zeehan field), Point Iocations for mineral oceurrence
locations are aiso @ convenient way 1o record information, but by this desigh It excludes the fact that an
occurrence will aiways have a spatial footprint and not be a single ‘point’. Thus, while it is visually useful
to obtain & high level understanding of the-spatial distribution of mineral acourrances it-is Important to
notassume that a dot on the map could indicate a poténtial mine. These data are all readily aveilable

through the Tasmanian Government geascience portals and resources.

There will also always be exploration work thet is conducted but not recorded or publicized. These
activities are assumed to be minor in the area of interest due to the limited diversity of currently active
licences. Nevertheless, It will continue to be feasible for this type of smaller scale prospecting to take

place amongst the wind farm turbines.
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4. Exploration Methods Applicable Near to Wind Turbines

4.1 Traditional Exploration Methods

Traditional exploration techniques will be langely unaffected by the presence of wind turbines, While
some areas will not be accessible due to turbine plers and safety buffers, it is unlikely that a mineral
prospect will be entirely missed if of sufficient size for further exploration. This includes bedrock and’
alteration mapping, rock sampling, stream water and sediment sampling, heavy mineral concentrate
(HMC) sampling, hyperspectral and radiometric surveys, trenching and diamond or RC drilling. Seismic
surveys might be affected by wind-induced vibrations emanating from the turbines.

For the previously described mineralization styles, many of these explaration rethods are strongly
applicable along many stages of exploratlon from greenfields prospecting {(e.g., HMC sampling for
casshterite) to resource definition {e.g., diamond drifling for all commodities), and can be carried out in
proximity to wind turbines. Indeed, exploration reports that are publicly available extensively make use

of these methods.
4.2 Geophysics and Remote Sensing foi Mineral Exploration -,

perhaps the most significant perturbation to “raditional explorationy’ Is the difflculty that turbines will
pose to EM-based methods, (n particular, active turbines wili pose challenges for fixed wing survey.
However, so Jong as the turbines are widely spaced enough and short term shut downs are feasible
there should be ng problem flying within the wind farm and especialiy if by helicopter. Furthermore,
UAV-based survey methods have progressed substantially in the last 10 years and are able to survey In
very technically challenging conditions without danger to pilots. Nolse from electrical and conductive
materials will pose a challenge to interpreting results, but this is manageable through data integration
and modelting, and many brownfields, civil engineering and in-mine surveys have had simitar challenges
where locations of underground workings, metafiic structures and tramp metal at surface are present or
not well defined {e.g,, King &t al. 2006, McDowell et al. 2007, Johnson and Wellman 2015, McClymont et
al. 2016), Downhole geophysical surveying fs common in the Industry, and crosshole or batwesn-hole
approaches are also becnmlng more widespread, allowing for EM and selsmic-based probing to startin a
subsurface environment (e.g., Polzer 2000, Enescu et o/, 2002, Lamontagne and Milkereit 2007, Lee et
al. 2016), It Is important to aiso remember that remote sensing methods such as photogrammetry,
multispectral, hyperspectral, thermal, and radiometrics will not be affected by the presenca of turbines,
Consequently, an array of geophysical surveying methods will remain at the disposal of the modern
mineral exploration company.

In the context of local cutrent mineral exploration much of the work is being done appears to have an

emphasis on tin systems, which commonly has pyrrhotite associstions. Magnetic surveys are 3 great
approach for these types of systems, and espedially so with UAVs where the magnetoreter can be
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flown close to the ground yet daily coverage can be very high. The magnetic character for ophiolite
hosted rocks would be similarly use for exploration purposes {e.g., at Averbury). Radismetric surveys are
also usefut for defineating granite-host rock contacts and different phases of composite Intrusive bodes
{e.e., Heemskirk), and can be readily fiown using UAV-based systems or carried out onthe ground.

05724-0 — i
“Figare 6; Results of the T-3, 1C ssbamic tomography survey. Orcbody & 231 37900N seoticn ssirgc b eait bk s
outling showa in dashed rod, mwuw%hhuh

Figure 31, Example cross-hole selsmic tomography results for complexly folded stratigraphically hosted
mineralizetion of Thompson, MB, Canada. Images from McDowell ef al. {2007)

-Figure 32. Example images of multirotor UAVs towing magnetometers in Russia and Chile. Left is from
Parshin et of. {2018) and right is from Global UAV Technologles website.
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Figure 53. Example images of heli UAV systems towing magnetometers in Australia and Canada. Left is
from Pegasus Airborne Systems, based in Perth, Australia, and right is from Giobal UAV Technologies in

Canada.

DATA QUALITY COMPARISON

Survey results cumparing & diferent types of magaetic sirveys
over the SAME line o6 the SAME anomaly ©

Figure 34, UAV-Mag Data Quality Comparison from Global UAV Technologies / Pioneer Aerial Surveys, &
Canadian based exploration consulting company serving international dients,
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5, Conclusions and Recommendations

West Coast Renewable tasked the author with evaluating the minerat potential in the area surrounding
its proposed wind farm. This wind farm currently comprises 429 turbine locations spread over 4 general
geographic blocks. Some of these blocks with turbinie lacatlons overlap with existing exploration
livences, however, no proposed turbine locations are sited directly within existing leases.

The mineral exploration review and potential assessment was carried out as a desktop study in a limited

time frame and did not include any ground prospecting or geophysical surveys, nor deep investigations
into geological or exploration databases. It is relatively easy to establish that the area east and south
edst of the proposed wind farmi has strong metal endowments, as evidenced by mineral production
since the 19™ century. The mineral deposits that comprise the metal endowment of these areas were
reviewed (e.g., Renison Bell, Zeehan) and compared against the gealogy where the turbines are
proposed. Current exploration activities and dcademic literature was dlso consulted to evaluate what
other potential might be present {e.g., Heemskirk tin project, Avebury.Ni development).

At present, it is the opinion of the author that the proposed lacations of the turbines generally shouid
not directly impact mineral exploration and development activities. However, a conservative approach
to turbine placement could aliow for prioritization of areas ‘clear’ of current mineral exploration activity
{e.g., Central Block), with later turbine construction in the reglons geographically closer to the highest
potential areas. These highest potential areas include near Zeehan {e.g., exploration by Stellar
Resources) arid Renison Bell (active.Sn mining). Exploration icences near Granville Harbour are currently
targeting low grade Sn (West Block), and possibly Fe/Au {North Bidek), and while there is potential for
discovery the history of development as cornpared to Zeehan and Renison Bell ascribes 3 foiver mineral
potential.

In all areas with exploration activity it Is recommended that Westcoast Renewable Energy discuss
potential turbine locations with mining and mineral exploration stakeholdars in case there are clear
opportunities to optimiie placements for lesser potential impact on exploration. Accordingly, it is the
understanding of the author that proposéd turbine locations are not currently fixed' and so early
opportunities exist to optimize placements. As previously stated, these locations could potentially be
scheduled near the end of the broader construction phases so as to atlow licence hoiders a window to
conduct alrborne gaophysics if they wish. '

The Tasmanian Government could supplement this prioritization by argankzing or subisidizing additional
high resolution EM-based geophysical surveys in the highest mineral potential regions prior to turbine
installations. This would allow mineral exploration companies the opportunities to evaluate the data and
highlight any significant mineral potential, However, it must also be repeated that the presence of wind
turbines does not preclude most traditional methods of minera! exploration. In some cases, such as with'

elactromagnetics, it could require additional creativity for full exploration,

Independent Analysis of Exploration Activities and Methods eround the Proposed Whaleback Ridge Wind
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in summary, it is the author’s opinion that:

e Turbines are generally placed in areas of jower mineral potential, and earliest instaliations
should be emphasized at regzions where no ficences or leases are present {e.g:, Central Block}.

» Spetific proposed turbine locations are not currently fixed in place, and therefore opportunity
exists to:

o expand certain clusters of turbines, such as for the Central and North Blocks,
o adjust the jocation of some turbines, such as near Renison Bell mine lease, and/or
o relocate certaln turbine locations, such as for licences and leases near Zeehan.

o Collaboration and consultation with mineral exploration stakeholders 1s encouraged, such a5
with Stellar Resources and others developing Sn projects, 5o as to ensure open communication
regarding activities that may impact exploration,

e The presence of wind turbines does not preclude the abllity to continue exploration with the
iajority of traditional methodologies, and the two (ndustries can coexist.

Independent Analysis of Exploration Activities und Methods around the Proposed ‘Whaleback Ridge Wind
Farm, northwestern Tasmania, Australia Fage 40 of 42



In summary, it is the author's oplrilon that:
*  Turbines are ganerally placed In sreas of lower mineral potentlal, and earliest installations

should be emphasized et reglons where rio Beences or lenses are present (e.g, Central Block),
Spacific proposed turbine lotations ate not currently fixed in place, and therefore opportusity
exists to: :
© expand certain clustess of turbines, such as for the Central end North Biocks,

o adjust the iscation of some turbines, such as near Renison Bell mine lease, andfor

o relocste certein furbine locations, such as for flcences and leases near Zeshan,
Collaboration and consiltation with mihersl exploratiof stikeholders Is-encouraged, such as
with Stellar Resources and othsrs developiing Sn prajects, 50 85 0 ensure opan communication
reganding activities that niay hripert explaration,

‘The gresence of wind turblnes does not precirde the ability to continue exploration with the

mejority of traditianal methodologles, and the two Industries can coexdst,
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From: The Premier

Sent: Monday, 2 November 2020 4:42 Pt

To: 'aaig.bmkey@westwastmnewxomau'

Subject: FW: Summary update on Project Renewable Future

Dear Craig

On behalf of the Premier , the Hon Peter Gutwein MP, thank you for your email dated 30 October 2020,
Your comespondence is cumrently being corsidered, '

Kind regards:

Office of the Premier
The Hon Peter Guitweir MP
Premier of Tasmania

Treasurer .
Minfster for Climate Change
Minister for the Prevention of Family Vielence

Miniscer for Tourism _
Leval [1, 15 Murray Street HOBART. TAS 7000

Phone: (03) 8165 7650
Emulf: premierd 2 £0Y.

YWWW.Bremier.tas gov.au

From:'Craig Brakey <grajz.brakev@we sfcoastrens aLe>
§ent: Friday, 300ctober202Q 4:57 PM

To: Gutwein, Peter <Peter,Gutwein@dpac tas Fov.au>

Cc: Alan Morrell <glan.morrell®westooa ‘ ,

Subject: Summiary update on Project Rene

Dear Premler

ments that adds urgency to our

Since we spoke last week there have beeri some develop
situation, As follows ;
* Re Waratah Dam. We have been asked to a meeting with TasWater next Thursday to
discuss the specifics of our interest in using the Dam: We understand. TasWater plan to
start decommissioning the dam In 5-6 months and want to know our timeline s part of
thelr declston-making

ntacted us again this week. It is clear they are wanting to develop their
interest in our project, and are asking the situation about securing lease arrangements
Our CEO {Alan) and Director (Alex) had a very positive meeting with
Is likely he will visit Tasmania as soon as practicable as part of next steps in developing

his interest

it




in each case above we need some resofution of the issues we discussed last week in order
to progress next steps. We are very confident that if we can, then the project will
positioned to develop quickly.

{ am very happy to elaborate in a phone call if that Is easler so please don't hesitate to call
or text. :

Regards
Craig Brakey

From: Alan Morrell <ala ell @westcos
Sent: Friday, 23 October 2020 12:24 PM

To: Gutwein, Peter <Pate o

Ce: Cralg Brakey <craig brakey@westcoastren au>; Alex Simpson
<alex.simpson@westeoastrenew.comau>

-Subject: Summary update on Project Renewable Future

Dear Premier

Cralg Brakey advised me of his discussion with you last night. | understand he also provided
you with coples of recent correspondence we have sent to Minister Jaensch and to the
Crown Solicitor.

For ease of reference | draw out the safient points of those letters below.
o Wae received approval {o install Met Masts on 28 August. This is welcome news,
however there are limitations on the approval that we are endeavouring to clarify:

o The two year time limit on the license approval - license should be ongoing
with annual or bi-annual renewals as the masts remain in sttu for many
years.

o Series of limitations on the license relating to what we can access on the
ground to enable the various enviro studies, etc as part of the larger
approvals process for a wind farm ~ this should be addressed as part of our
jease — detailed below.

o [tis worth noting that the proposed area for lease is approximately 200 ha.
There is a much larger ‘study ares’ used for initial survey studies but this has
been refined considerably over the past 12 months:

«  We wrote to Min Jaensch on this subject 17 Sept 2020

»  Ourlawyers wrote to the Crown solicitor seeking clarification 16 Sept
2020

« We are awaiting their response
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From: Tyrrell, Tammy (Sen J. Lambie) <Tammy.Tyrrell@aph.gov.au>

Sent: Yuesday, 10 November 2020 9:43 AM

To: The Premier _

tc . Craig Brakey; Amos, Cameron_(Sen J. Lambie)

Subject: Correspondence for the Premiers attention,

Attachments: Premier Gutwein - West Coast Renewable Energy 10-11-20.pdf

Categories: Fl

Good Moming,

Please find correspondence for the Premiers attention.

Kind regards’

Tammy Tyrrell .
Office Manager

Office of Senator Jucqui Lamble
Electorete Phone: 03 6431 3112

4722 Mount St, Bumie TAS 7320
or Senate Suite 147

Office of Senator
Joegui Lambic

sonatoriambis.com | Facebpok | Twitier | Instagmam

Privaty Notice: This elecironic iransmission §s strichly confidential and intended svlely for the mddressse. If you are sl the intonded addiessor, you must not disclase,
copy of take any ection in neflance of this transmisston. If you have recelved fhis transmission in emor pleste notify Senator Lamble’s Office 83 soon as possible at

SonatorLambiadbaph.gov.au of phone 03 6434 3742,



Office of Senator Jacqui Lambie
Senator for Tasmania

Tuésday 10™ November, 2020

The Hon Peter Gutwein MP
Premier of Tasmania

Level 9, 15 Murray Street
HOBART, TAS 7000

Dear Pretnier

I have been following the proposed ‘Project Renewable Future' green hydrogen project by
Westcoast .Renewable Energy Pty Ltd since its beginnings aimast two years ago. You and | both
believe renewable energy has great potential for Tasmania and Tasmanians and it Is clear to me this
project can take the development of the sector on the west coast to a new level.

The team at Westcoast Renewable Energy bas a track record as the developers of the near complete
Granville Harbour Wind Farm and i a great example of Tasmanlans doing it for themselves,
Throughout my regular updates on the project, | have been impressed by the team's vision and

tenacity.

Tis week | again met with Mr. Craig Brakey and asked for an update on progress. | was delighted to
hear momentum with potential investors and other partners is returning after the COVID-19-related
siowdown, but | was dismayed to fearn of the continued delays they are facing at the hands of the-

state government.

Environment Minister Roger Jaensch has issued Ministerial Directives requiring the project to be
assessed by third parties such as the Tasmanian Minerals, Manufacturing and Energy Council and
Mineral Resources Tasmania prior to and outside of the legislated approval assessment process. This
requirement seems highly unusual. | do not understand why these entities should be afforded an
apportunity to raise issues above and beyond that apportunity to every other stakeholder, as part of
the mandated planning process, Why is Westcoast Renewable Energy being assessed twice?

As | write, the proponents have waited more than eight weeks for a response from Minister
Jaensch’s office or from the Office of the Crown Solicitor to thelr submission of a minor amendment

to a License Agreement,

Office of Senator JacquiLambie

Emall: Senatortamble@ash.eov.ay  Hectorate Phone: 03 6431 3112
Mall: PO Box 256, Burnie TAS 7320 Electorate Office Address: 4/22 Mount St, Burnie TAS 7320




Office of Senator Jacqui Lambie
Senator for Tasmania

For 12 months, Westcoast Renewable Energy has had a multisnational equity Investor waiting to
inject upwards of $50m in development capital which can take the project through to financial
cdose. The detay is directly refated to fand tenure fssues stalled in Minister Jaensch's office. This
delay has a cost to the proponents, bt also to the stste of Tasmania. In the period waiting for the
state Government to allow the project to proceed, the _proiect’s equity investor has taken
considerable stakesin two large-scale green hydrogen projects in NSW. These investments represent
fobs and investment nat flowing to Tasmana.

in the 18 months since its inception, this project has gone from being among the first large scale
green hydrogen projects In Australia to being behind eight ather large-scale hydrogen projects of
similar {and larger} scale across Australia. Some of these mainland projects have been fast tracked
by the various State and Federal Governments. Thesa governments have all had to cope with the
effects of COVID-19. They have all had other priorities to manage. ‘Tasmania, uniquely, is letting stip
a considerable opportunity to be a market leader in this major emerging industry.

Westcoast Renewable Energy has never requested approval up front for use of the land. It
negotiated and submitted staged leases (as directed by Tasmanian Parks & Wildlife Services) over 12
months ago which progressively facifitate a staged assessment and approval process without locking
the Crown into any agreement prior- to the full approval of all relevant. The staged lease
arrangement is standard practice; it aliows for an open and transparent assessment of the project in
accordance with Crown requirements.

This lease application has stalied due toa series of directives from the Minister's office.

| do understand such projects are complex and need assessment. | do not expect Westcoast
Renewable Energy tc be granted any panefit not otherwise avalable to proponents of other
projects. | anly expect for the Tasmanlah Government to hot act in a manner that unreasonably,
unnecessarily and unproductively frustrates the development of 3 key economic opportunity for the
state of Tasmania. Westcoast Renewable Energy I§ not asking for special treatrent; it s asking for
{fair treatment.

{ write this to fully inform you of the circumstances around the Project Renewable Future hydrogen
project in the hope that youmay assist in the return to a fair; even-handed and transparent approval
process. 1 know you resent opportunities to improve Tasmania being left to wither on the vine, and
how passionate you are for improving the fves of Tasmanlans right across the state: { share this
passion, and echo this resentment. { fear that this project may be frustrated by delay and inaction,

Office of Senatorjacquilambie

£imalh: Senatoriamble @arh.fov.sy Electorate Phone: 03 6431 3112
Malk: PO Box 256, Burnie TAS 7320 Gectorate Office Address: 4/22 Mount St, Burnie TAS 7320



+ Office of Senator Jacqui Lambie
Senator for Tasmania

and an opportunity to bring much-needed employment and investment to our economy will be left
to pass us by, '

| look forward to your response,

Yours Sincerely

s

Senator Jacqui Lambie
Senator for Tasmania

Office of SenatorJacquilambie

Emalf: Senatorlambie@ach.covay  Hectorate Phone: 03 6431 3112
Mail: PO Box 256, Burnie TAS 7320 Electorate Office Address: 4/22 Mount St, Burnie TAS 7320
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Executive Assistant <ea@westcoast.tas.gov.aus

From:

Sent: Friday, 12 February 2021 12:19 PM

Ta: - The Premier; Guy Barnett, MP, Liberal Member for Lyons; Jaensch, Minister
Ce: Phil Vickers; David Midson '

Subject: ‘Saved to CM: Project Renewable Future

Attachments: Project Renewable Futurepdf

Good afternoon

Please find the attached letter from West Coast Mayor Phil Vickers.

Regards
Samantha Eley
Executive Officer

Mdress: 11 Sticht Street (PO Box 63), Queenstown TAS 7467
Phone: (03) 6471 4721

Email: ga@westcoast.tas.Eov.gu
Webslte: www.weetcoast.tas.gov.au

179
Please consider the environment before printing _

Privileged/Confidential information may be contained in this message. If you are not the
addressee indicated in this message (or responsible for the delivery of the message to such a
person), you may not copy or deliver this message to anyone. In such case, you should destroy
this message and kindly notify the sender by reply emait for messages of this kind. Opinions,
conclusions and other information in this message that do not relate to the official business of
the West Coast Council shall be understood as neither given nor endorsed by it
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Enquiries to: Executive Officer {03) 6471 4721 or

11 February 2021 email eal@westcoast tas povay

Premier Gutwien

premier@dpac tas.gov.au

Minister Barnett

Buy.bamett@pariament tas gov.ay

Minister Jaensch
isterjae gdpac.tas,

Dear Premier Gutwein, Minister Barnett, Minister Jasnsch

PROJECT RENEWABLE FUTURE

Fam aware that you have received a letter recently from Mayor Steve Kons on Project Renewable Future.
| heve written to you and spoken to you about this project before, but | write to reiterate our strong
support for the project end disappointment in the fack of support from the State Government.

Burnie Council and West Coast Council are afigned on their thinking for this vital project. While the project
has benefits for the West Coast Community, it will be 3 significant change for our region and our State. it
Is the type of project we need if we are going to lead the way in renewable energy and hydrogen. It has
been disappointing to see the lack of supgort from the State Government and the delays caused by

uhnecessary red tape and Inaction.

I hope this show of support from Councils in our region will lead to increased support at a State level. |
would welcome your confirmation of this support and your efforts to combat the bureaucracy that &
hindering the project.

Yours Sincerely

sl

Phil Vickers
MAYOR
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Retallick, Amanda

From:
Sent:

To: .

]

Subject:
Attachments:

Good afternoon’

The Premier
Tuesday, 16 February 2021 4:17 PM

senatorlambie@aph.gov.au

Tyrrell, Tamimy (Sen J. Lambie)

RE: Westcoast Renewable Energy Pty Ltd

Letter from Premier to Senator~coast Renewable Energy Pty Ltd.pdf

Please find attached a ietter from the Premier, the Hon Peter Gutwein MP.

Kind regards

Office of the Hon Peter Gutwein MpP

Premier of Tasmania

Treasurer
Minister for Chmate Change

Minisver for the Frevention of Family Violence

Minisver for Tourism

Level {1, 15 Murray Strest HOBART TAS 7000

-Phone: (03) 6165 7650

E-mail: premier@doac tas.gov.au

T
Department of Premier & Cablnet




16 FEB 2021

Senator Jacqui-Lambie
Senator for Tasmania
Email: Senatorl ambiefhai

Thank you for your letter regarding the progress of the projects for Westcoast Renewable Energy

The Tasmanian Government acknowledges that this is a significant project that could bring much-
needed employment to the West.Coast, particutarly during construction, and provide further
investment into the Tasmanian economy.

My Government is comiitted to doing afi we can to ensure that Tasmania is recognised as one of
the best places in Australla to do business; that is why we have foaused on regulatory reform that
supports Transparent and equitable approvals processes to support business while ensuring that
important mtbemwchascmmunﬂ)asa&ty.andcutwmiandnmalvahbsampmmad,
The proposed project raises a number of complex and potentially competing issues for the fiture of
both the renewable energy and rhining industry in Tasmania. As the proposal intersects with several
Ministerial portfolios, the Office of the Coardinator-General (QCG) has been appointed as the
single point of contact for the client and to facilitate an assessment of the various issues relating to

this project.
A mesting with the proponent was held in mid-December 2020 with seniorgovernment officiats,
0o0inZlar-General, The proponent has been informed that the OCG will be

1,19 facilitate this assessment which will commence eaily this yean

ZerGutwein MP

Premier

GPO Box 128, Hobart TAS 7001 | Telephone! 61 3 6165 7850 | Emait promisr@dpac tas.gov.et

MiIN20/41 501
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PREMIER OF TASMANIA

Chief Executive
Westcoast Renewable Energy Pty Ltd
Ernail; alanmorreli@westeoastrenew.com.au

Dear Alan

Thank you for your comespondence providing me with an update on your proposed project on the
West Coast of Tasmania, | apologise for the delay in responding to you.

The Tasmanian Government acknowledges that this is asignificant project that could bring much-nesded
employment to the West Coast, particularly during construction, and could provide major investment
into the Tasmanian economy:

I 'am advised that the proposed project raises complex and potentially competing issues for the future of
several Ministerial portiofios, | have asked that the Office of the Coordinator-General {OCG) become a
single: point of contact for you, to help facilitate an assessment of the competing issues in this project.
To this end, | am further ddvised that a mesting was held in mid-Decesnber 2020 with yourself and

officials, including the Coordinator-General, and that the OCG is working towards
engaging a Project Director to work exclusively on your project, and has been refining a draft scoping
document for the key.elerents of the project
Thank you for your patience, | am sure that ¥ou support making the best decision in the interests of
Tasmania’s €65ngmic future,
/ 7
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Peter Gutwein MP
Premier

GPO Box 123, Hobart TAS 7001 | Telephione: 61 3 6166 7650 | Emall: premier@dpnc.tas gov.ay
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From: The Premier on behalf of The Premier (DPaQ)
Sent: _ Monday, 1 March 2021 9:40 AM
To: ’ ‘wec@westeoast.tas.gov.au’
Cer ‘ea@westcoast.tas.gov.au'
Subject: Letter from the Hon Peter Gutvein MP
Dear Mayor

Thark you for your recent email to myself and my colleagues, Hon Guy Barniett MP and Hon Roger
Jaensch MP, regarding the progress of the Whaleback Ridge Renewable Energy Project. { understand that
Minister Jagrisch has aiso recently corresponded with you in regard to this project, -

The Tasmanian Government acknowledges this is a significant. opportunity that could deliver benefits to the
West Coast and to Tasmania, and we support diversification of our economy, .

As you are aware the Whaleback Ridge Renewable Energy Project is a very large and complex project
involving a significant tract of Crown fand of various tenures and with competing interests regarding the use
of that land. Therefore, there is 2 need to ensure the proposal is considered properly and that the
complexities are fully understood and carefully assessed and pfanned.

Since Minister Jaensch’s recent letter to you, | am advised that work has been progressing, led by the Office
of the Coordinator-General (OCG), and that headway has been made on a number of components of the
project’s requirements. For example, Crown Licences have been executed for the purpose of undertaking:
wind resource modeling to inform the wind farm's business case, via the Installation of meteorological masts

{following your Council's approval of a development application for such).

The proponent is also now working with the OCG, Crown Land Services and other fand owners regarding’
approvals to undertake time aritical surveys in relation to fauna, induding the Orange-bellied pamot.

In addition to addressing the immediate issues, the OCG has been requested by Cabinet to faciltate an
assessment of the Whaleback Ridge proposal to review and evaluate the financial, economic, environmental
and social aspects of the proposal and provide a report with recommendations to Cabinet on its suitability
1o’ proceed through an existing coordinated planning process, | understand that the Terms of Reference for
the assessment are being finalised and the assessment will commence in the coming waeks,

rrespondence and your interest in the proposal, it is important we examine the

Thank you again for your co
re future decisions are made in the best long term interests of the State.

proposal thoroughly to ensu
Yours sincerely

Hon Peter Gutwein MP

Premier of Tasmanta

Treasurer

Minister for Cliniaze Change

Minister for the Preventon of Family Violence
Minlster for Tourism-

Level 11, |5 Murray Strest HOBART TAS 7000
Phane: {03) 6165 7650 .

Emall: premier@dpac s, gov.ay
Www . premiet.tasgov.au
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From: The Premier <Leanne. Madden@dpac.tas.gov.au> on behalf of The Premier

Sent on: Thursday, June 24, 2021 5:02:12 AM
To: Tymrell, Tammy (Sen J, Lambie) <Tammy. Tyrrell@aph.gov.au>

Subject: RE: Afiernoon Premier!

Dear Tarmmy

On behalf of the Premier, the Hon Peter Gutwein MP, thank you for your email dated 22 June 2021
Your comespondence i currently being considered.

Kind regards

O

Ofifice of the Premier

The Hon Peter Guetwein MP

Premiler of Tasmania

Treasurer

Minister for Climate Change

Minister for Tourism .

fevel 41,15 Mun-ay"sueet HOBART TAS 7000

Phone: (03) 6165 7650
Emall: premier@dpacitas.govay
www.premier,tas, gov.au

From: Tyrrell, Tammy (Sen J. Lambie) <TarnmyTyrrell@aph.gov.au>
Sent: Tuesday, 22 June 2021 1:17 PM

To: The Premier <premier@dpac.tas.gov.au>

Subject: Afternoon Premier|

Afternoon Premier,
Please find attached correspondence from Senator Lambie for your attention.
Kind regards

Tammy Tymeil
Office Manager

Office of Senator Jacqul Lamble

Eiectorate Phone: 03 8431 3112

4/22 Mount St, Bumie TAS 7320
or Senate Suile 147

iy |
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THE OFFICE OF SENATOR JACQUI LAMBIE
SENATOR FOR TASMANIA

The Hon Peter Gutwein MP
Premier of Tasmania

Level 8, 15 Murray Street
HOBART, TAS 7000

Email: premier@dpac.tas.gov.au

. Tuesday 22 june, 2021

Dear Premier
twrite again to you on the subject of renewable energy projects in the north west and on the west coast of
Tasmania.

Firstly, thank you for your reply to my fatter of 10 November 2020 which sought answers to questiéns about
‘Project Renewable Future’, & large-scale renewable energy/green hydrogen project proposed by Tasmanian-
owned company Westcoast Renewable Energy Pty Ltd.

Your reply contained references to ‘competing land use’ and the role of the Office of the Co-Ordinator.
General. There have been several develbpments since our correspofidence, and | am compelied to take you up

on a range of issues that are both unresolved and conterning.

Let it be dear that | am motivated to do this because of what appears to be the deliberate stalling of your
Government in relation to the project. It is putting at risk thousands of new renewable energy and advanced
manufacturing jobs in the northwest and on the west coast. This Is something I care about deeply.

The recent articlé in The Australian, ‘Whale of a Project’ (Saturday 05 Sune 2021) explains much about the
persistent comments of Ministers and officials in your Government relating to ‘combeﬁng use of land’, It is
quite clear the influence of the CEO of TMEC, Ray Mostog|, has an outsized influence on the Government. His
comments suggest the Mining and Renewable Energy industries are in confiict. They are not. in fact, my
discussions with a range of companies and individuals (including TMEC memberst) shows there is much
agreement between the Industries, and a willingness to work together for common goals. in short, the twe
industries can and should co-exist as this will deliver the best outcomes for the region and for the State:

AUSTRALIAN SENATE
MAIL: PO BOX 256 BURNIE TASMANIA 7320 » Telephone: +61 3 6431 3112 « Email: Senator.Lambie@aph.gov.au
ELECTORATE OFFICE: 4/22 MOUNT ST BURNIE TASIMANIA 7320



Backing this up, | have learnt your government, including yourself, received an independent report from a
recognised global expert, Dr David Tumer, in May last year. That report showed the two industries are far
from competing and demonstrated there are technologies available and in wide giobal use that allow mineral

exploration to be undertaken within a wind farm.

The.CEO of TMEC persists In peddiing the line that bullding a wind farm will ‘sterilise’ the land for any future
exploration, despite the fact he has been briefed that there is no conflict between renewables and mineral
exploration. His opinion is simply not true, but it is clear your Government accepts his views without question.

Where is the evidence for this contrary view? There has been no acknowledgment or reply from any
Tasmanian Government Agency or Minister to Dr Turnerfs report - not even from the Director of Mineral
Resources Tasmania - and that is simply not good ¢€nough given it presents concrete evidence that there is no

"competing land use”.

My perception is that the Minister for Energy and Minister for Resources, Guy Bamett is clearly conflicted in
his portfolios. While he talks of the potential of Burnie for hydrogen related projects, he has done nothing to
encourage any efther. Meanwhile he hands out $50m in grants to companies for mining exploration and
prociaims the industry has no greater friend than him In Tasmanial

Minister Barnett has not visited the profect sites with the proponents and his understanding of the project
aims and benefits is questionable, given he told me in a recent meeting that the project is not regquired to
support Marinus Link, as Robbins istand Wind Farm was the doing this. To be clear, the project has a clear goal
of value adding Green Hydrogen in Tasmania, with the stated objectives of building the green hydrogen export
market and guaranteeing green hydrogen volume and storage for state-wide domestic distribution.

Let's also call out the Minister hiding betind the Strategic Perspectivity Zone (SPZ} legislation as another
reason for stalling this project. Legal advice from the reputable faw firm Allens Linkiaters highlights there are
clear exceptions to the application of the SPZ Act. Two key exceptions relevant to the project- there is no
intent for any Crown Land to be sold or have its status changed, and the area for lease is less than 500ha -
have nat been argued o refuted by MRT or anyone else in Government, The fact this legal advice was
discussed with both offices almost two years ago now, is ample evidence of stalling.

To avoid any doubt, there is no request for preferential treatment; and no suggestion that the project
should avoid the full environmental, soclal, and commercial-approvals processes. There is however a
request, for your Government to stop holding the project out of normal due process and issue the
staged leases, as agreed to by Parks two years ago, 50 the assessment process can commence.

Despite the complete lack of interest shown by your Government, Westcoast Renewable Energy have
continued b6 make progress. | know they are a determined bunch who will overcome the inertia of the
Tasmanian bureaucracy and the favouritism you have shown to the mining sector in the west and Bell Bay for
hydrogen. They have a track record of success in delivering major projects in Tasmania which is more than
many entities in the industry can claim.

It is frustrating that the lack of State Government support for a key project, by a Tasmanian Company,
with a track record in delivering, is preventing to help our economy diversify, and deliver real jobs in
the northwest and on the west coast, and bring much needed investment into the State,

AUSTRALIAN SENATE
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| am requesting that you show good faith towards this project by looking at the clear evidence around
‘competing land use’ and instructing your agencies to actively engage on negotiating the Leases as
requested by the company. The staged leases do not commit the Crown to “lock the land up” rather
they allow for normal assessment processes to take place with the surety that if the project meets the
requirements of the assessment process, it can proceed and meet the stated objectives of your

Government's hvdrogpn plan,
This lack of support and stalling for a world class project has gone on long enough and needs to stop.

t look forward to your response.

Yours Sincerely

zi,bL.b

Senator Jacqul Lambie
Independent Senator for Tasmania

AUSTRALIAN SENATE
MAIL: PO BOX 256 BURNIE TASMANIA 7320 » Telephone: +61 3 6431 3112 « Email: Senator.Lambie@aph.gov.au
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Retallick, Amanda

Eram: The Premier
Sent: Friday, 30 July 2021 2:27 PM
Fa: senatorlambis@aph.gov.au
Letter from the Premier, Hon Peter Gutwein MP

Subject: ;
Attachments: Letter from the Premier, Hon Peter Gutwein MP.pdf

Good afternoon Senator Lambie,
Plezse find attached a letter from the Premier, the Hon Peter Gutwein MP.

Kind regards

Leesa Grundy
Depirtmental Lizikon Officer
Oflice of the Fremier, the Hon Peter Gutwein MP

Premler of Tasmania -

Treasurer
Minister for Climace Change

Minister for Tourism

Level 11, 15 Murvay Street HOBART TAS 7000

Phone: (03) 5165 7650 -
Emait:




PREMIER OF TASMANIA

Senator facqui Lambie
Independent Senator for Tasmania:
Email: Senator{ ambietDa 2OV.a0

Flook © Cabinet considering such recommendations in due course and thank you for your
ongoing intére=t in this matter.
Yaurs/smc / 7
JL
Peter Gutwein MP '
Premier

GPO Box 123, Hobari TAS 7001 | Teiephone: 61 3 6165 7650 | Emell: premier@dpas.ias.gov.eu



