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Staff Sergeant Garland Kent Brown 
 
The Life of a Soldier who served 

 

  

 

 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Born 17 September 1885 at New Norfolk, Tasmania 

• Service Number: 220 

• Embarked 1914 

• Returned 1916 

•  Died 30 August 1954 in Redfern New South Wales 
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This is the story of Staff Sargent Garland Kent Brown. 
 
Garland was born in New Norfolk Tasmania to the storekeeper Julian George Brown 
and his wife Elizabeth Mary Brown (nee Smith) 
  
Garland was one of eight children and was the 7th of the eight children. Garland had 
six brothers and one sister. 
  
A chemist by profession, Garland enlisted as a   single man on the 20 August 1914, 
just one month shy of his aged 29th birthday. 
  
With his medical background in pharmacy Garland was assigned to the 3rd Field 
Ambulance Unit and was shipped to Gallipoli to serve. 
 

20 August 1914 Promoted to Staff Sergeant 
 

20 October 1914 Depart Australia on HMAT Katuna from Hobart to 
Fremantle  
 

2 November 1914 Depart Fremantle for Gallipoli 

7 August 1915 Sent to Anzac Clearing Hospital with Dysentery 

11 August 1915 Moved to the 2nd General Hospital, Chezireh 
 

23 August 1915 Transferred to Luna Park hospital in Cairo 
 

7 September 1915 Transferred to No1 Auxiliary Hopsital, Heliopolis 
 

15 September 1915 Transferred to 4th Auxiliary hospital, Abbasia 

1 April 1916 Transferred to Ras-el-Tin convalescent Depot 
 

8 April 1916 Discharged to Duty 

23 June 1916 Transport Duty, Heliopolis Egypt 

27 June 1916 Transport nursing duties on HMS ‘Port Sydney’ to 
Australia 

14 February 1917 Discharged from service 

15 February 1917 Re-enlisted in Home Services. Worked in Base 
Depot Medical Stores 
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Garland’s Unit – 3rd Field Ambulance 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 3rd Field Ambulance was the Field Ambulance Company that belonged to the 
Third Brigade of the First Division, comprised of 9th 10th 11th and 12th Battalions, all 
of which were drawn from the "outer States", namely Queensland, South Australia, 
Western Australia and Tasmania respectively. 
  
The 3rd Brigade were the first to land at Gallipoli on the 25th April 1915 as the 
covering force and the Field Ambulances were soon in action being established near 
the beach.   
  
Perhaps the most famous members of the 3rd Field Ambulance was Private John 
Kirkpatrick Simpson and his donkey. 
  
The Field Ambulance Company was responsible for 'Second Line' casualty 
evacuation from 'First Line' Regimental Aid Posts (RAP) in each battalion.   
  
It is hard for us to imagine in the middle of the chaos of war unit stretcher bearers, 
trying to administer First Aid sufficient to clear airways, staunch bleeding and 
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perhaps splint fractures so that casualties could be evacuated to the Battalion RAP.     
Casualties would be hand carried - requiring at least four men but more like eight 
over any distance for each casualty.  Hand carts were also used but rough ground   
generally meant stretchers, when mass casualties occurred, such as through major 
shelling or an enemy attack. 
  
For those men in the company in the field, they faced the truly unenviable task of    
assessing casualties in the midst of battle to decide whether they were to be 
evacuated and with what priority.   
 
Grievous wounds with little chance of survival would generally not be evacuated. 
  
Other field Ambulance personnel were deployed forward to retrieve casualties from 
the RAP, taking causalities to the Field Ambulance Advanced Dressing Station and 
then to a Casualty Clearing Station (CCS). 
  
The RAP men would follow up the units and were thus exposed to enemy direct fire 
(rifles and machine guns) and indirect fire (artillery mortar fire and even gas). 
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Sergeant Brown’s War Diary 
 

The Australian War Memorial in Canberra holds the war diary of Garland Brown.  
The diary is 200 pages long and offers remarkable insights into his day –to-day 
movements and experiences during the war.  
 
Below is just one of the many pages.                                  
 

 

Below are some entries taken from the diary. 
  

• 28 March 1915 –Palm Sunday ‘several 3FA boys went for row around harbour 
and visited the Invincible and Queen Elizabeth, when the Invincible was hit, 
hole 25ft has alone watertight doors trapped 30 sailors, 22 drowned’ 

• Monday 12 July 1015 – HMS Newmarket  -Left at 4.30 with 500 men for a 
rest. Arrived Lemnos 9.30. Surrendering Turks  ?? officers, mens clothing ?? 
broke into ships. Effo & Breader shot two spies on Lemnos. Went for swim 

• Friday 13 August 1915— Had a very bad night with pain in legs & Stomach. 

Has sleepy draughts & brandy. Spent an easy day, simply starving. 
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The Brown family and life after war 
 

Garland's eldest brother, Thomas Fedrick Brown, a doctor, also enlisted in 1915 and 
was assigned to the Medical Corps.  He achieved the rank of Captain and by his 
return on 3rd March 1919, was the rank of Temporary Major. Thomas was awarded 
the ‘Distinguished Service Order’. 
  
Garland’s younger brother Sydney, a tailor enlisted in 1916 and served in the 40th 
Infantry Battalion serving in France until 1919 before returning home.  
 
Garland later settled in New South Wales and was registered by the NSW Pharmacy 
Registration Board in 1922. He married and had children.  
 
His daughter Lillian May Brown, named after his only sister who passed away aged 
32, enlisted 1942 in World War Two and was discharged in 1945. 
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The Weekly Courier—Thursday July 22 1915 

The Empires Call 

 


