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Overview
This document accompanies the Review of the Anzac Day Observance Act 1929 Discussion Paper and is intended to help community groups and organisations prepare a submission. The review covers four areas: Anzac Day observance; exemptions for exemptions for trading, sporting, racing and other public events, an employee’s right to participate in Anzac Day commemorative activities, and whether Tasmania should consider a new Anzac Day fund or contribution model. The full discussion paper provides further detail and the complete consultation questions.
Background
The Anzac Day Observance Act 1929 (the Act) provides for the observance of Anzac Day and restricts certain activities before 12:30 pm to support commemoration and attendance at services. As the Act approaches its centenary, feedback has identified that some exemption provisions can be confusing, difficult to interpret and inconsistent in their application, particularly for businesses and event organisers. The review is considering whether the Act can be made clearer and easier to administer while continuing to protect the solemn and commemorative character of Anzac Day. 
Areas for review
The review is not proposing to change the 12:30 pm period during which restrictions apply or the conduct of commemorative services.
Currently, the Act lists specific types of shops, events and activities that are exempt or otherwise expressly addressed. This prescriptive, list-based approach lacks flexibility to accommodate changing circumstances and emerging issues. Accordingly, the review is considering moving away from a reliance on specific lists and towards a framework based on broader principles or criteria.
1. Observance of Anzac Day
The review is seeking views on whether the current arrangements appropriately support Anzac Day observance and whether any additional legislative measures should be considered.
2. Trading on Anzac Day
The Act generally prohibits shop trading before 12:30 pm, subject to automatic exemptions and an application process for some businesses. The review is seeking views on whether the exemptions are clear, fair and workable, whether the application process could be simpler, and whether existing protections to enable employees to participate in Anzac Day remain adequate.
3. Public events on Anzac Day
The Act restricts a range of sporting, racing, entertainment and other public events before 12:30 pm. Some limited exemptions apply, but there is no general process for seeking approval to hold an otherwise restricted event. The review is seeking views on whether small-scale or community activities should be treated differently from larger commercial events, and whether an exemption process should be available.
4. Anzac Day fund
Tasmania previously had an Anzac Day Trust, which was wound up in 2020 after receipts declined and it became increasingly reliant on government funding. The review is seeking views on whether Tasmania should establish a new Anzac Day fund or contribution model, including what it should support, how it could be funded, who should be eligible, and how it should be governed.
Feedback
Submissions can be made by individual members of the public or on behalf of a group such as an RSL sub-branch, ex-service organisation or sporting club. The questions in the discussion paper are to guide feedback and try to ensure consistency. There is no need to address questions that do not apply to you or your organisation. A submission can take the form that best suits your organisation, but it does need to be in writing.
Consultation closes at 2:00 pm on Monday 7 December 2026. Submissions can be made online at https://forms.cloud.microsoft/r/sb7dWiHk4X or emailed to veterans@dpac.tas.gov.au. 
If you need assistance or have questions about the discussion paper or making a submission, email veterans@dpac.tas.gov.au and a member of the project team will contact you.
Your name, or the name of your organisation, will be published unless you request otherwise. You can also request that all or part of your submission be treated as confidential. Full information is contained in the discussion paper.


Consolidated discussion paper questions
	#
	Topic
	Question

	1
	Observance of Anzac Day
	The morning of Anzac Day will remain protected for commemoration. The review is not proposing to change the 12:30 pm time for restricting activities. 
Are there any further restrictions in addition to trading and events, that would enhance observance of Anzac Day?

	2
	Observance of Anzac Day
	Is there anything else about Anzac Day observance in Tasmania that the review should consider?


	3
	Trading on Anzac Day
	How well do the current exemptions for trading on Anzac Day operate in practice?
What criteria could be applied to determine which shops, if any, may trade before that time? 
If you have applied for an exemption, what worked well and what could be improved?

	4
	Trading on Anzac Day
	Are the existing employee protections adequate to support participation in Anzac Day observance? If not, what additional protections should be considered?

	5
	Events on Anzac Day
	Should small-scale or community sporting activities be treated differently from larger or commercial sporting events before 12:30 pm?
If so, what limits should apply, for example around size, location, noise or timing?

	6
	Events on Anzac Day
	Are there sporting, racing or public events that could appropriately occur before 12:30 pm because they support, or are consistent with, Anzac Day commemoration?
What characteristics would distinguish those events from activities that should remain restricted?

	7
	Events on Anzac Day
	If a process was introduced to allow exemptions for events before 12:30 pm, what criteria and safeguards should apply?
For example, should consideration be given to an event’s size, location, timing, noise, impact on commemorative services and contribution to Anzac Day observance?

	8
	Anzac Day Fund
	Is there a case for establishing a new Anzac Day fund or contribution model in Tasmania?

	9
	Anzac Day Fund
	If Tasmania considered a new Anzac Day or veterans’ support fund, what features would be important?
Input is specifically being sought on the purpose of the support fund, the definition of eligible veteran services, how funds are distributed, possible governance and transparency measures, including outcome measures.
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