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Enhancing Accountability and Transparency: A Review of Ministerial Diary Disclosure Practices 

Tasmanian Socialists – Response 


[bookmark: _heading=h.leyum0ybg318]The Tasmanian Socialists are supportive of modernising the policy regarding the publishing of the Ministerial diaries to enhance transparency and oversight within politics in Tasmania.  The current arrangement of publishing the diaries quarterly is no longer appropriate in the current political climate, and make-up of the Tasmanian parliament.  The Tasmanian public have a right to know who is making approaches to the government, how much time and who is trying to influence government ministers and policy. 

Recent electoral outcomes have shown that a significant opposition/crossbench bloc may emerge as a quasi-coalition government, or form an ad hoc bloc alliance, to prosecute an agenda in opposition to a minority government.  In this context the policy of publishing Ministerial diaries needs to be expanded to include all the parties and crossbench members.  Therefore, the level of influence by lobbyists is just as significant on the opposition party and crossbench as it is on the minority government party.

Furthermore, minor parties and the crossbench may hold a balance of power and use that power to persuade governments to pursue certain courses of action.  As such they may also wield significant influence over public discourse.

To enable greater transparency, disclosures need to be made in real time preferably or at a minimum weekly or fortnightly. This would allow ministers to be held to account for their meetings with lobbyists at the time they are making the decisions that the lobbying may influence. 

1. What are your views on the overall direction of the proposed changes to ministerial diary disclosure in Tasmania? 
While the proposed direction of the ministerial diary disclosure includes important aspects of minimum standards and clearly defined definitions, the proposal needs to ensure the disclosure of diaries is expanded to include all members of parliament.

Members of Parliament represent and work for the people of Tasmania, and need to treat their constituents with respect and gratitude for being given such privilege.  Far too often Members of Parliament treat the public with disdain, looking down their noses as though the people should not be interfering in the government’s business.  However, the opposite should be occurring whereby the public are frequently kept aware of the business and meetings of the government. Ideally this would be communicated as soon as practicable. In 2025 there is no feasible reason to why Ministers’ diaries are not published in real-time.

Disclosures in real-time diaries would allow ministers to be held to account for their meetings with lobbyists at the time they are making the decisions that the lobbying may influence.  This frequent release of diaries is critical for public’s insight into the scale, access, and influence of lobbying in Tasmania, and therefore transparency and trust.  

2. How might the proposed reforms improve transparency, accountability, and public trust in government decision-making? 
Public trust and confidence in successive Tasmanian governments is under strain due to opaque processes and misconduct in public administration.  When government meet with big business and make decisions that are counter to the benefit and interest of the public, it is of little wonder that confidence in government decision making is damaged.  The only way for rebuilding the public trust is through greater transparency and accountability.

Real-time release of diaries means there is greater understanding amongst the public at the time of who is meeting with, and trying to influence the government.   A lack of transparency around lobbying activities and the influence of lobbyists, particularly from corporate sectors, is a threat to the integrity of the political decision-making processes.
If the government wants to maintain integrity in the parliament and public institutions the timely and full release of information is critical to improving accountability.  Otherwise, what does the government have to hide?

Successive Tasmanian governments have shown their propensity to secrecy and not being honest with the public.  As such, we are seeing a general decline amongst the population of trust in public institutions.  This decline is ultimately contributing to a trend of the people of Tasmania not wanting to elect majority government because, and put simply, the Members of Parliament can’t be trusted.

3. Are there any practical considerations, risks, or challenges that should be taken into account when implementing these changes? 
We note the proposal includes exclusions and exemptions where the information is of a personal nature, cabinet/caucus meetings, or information which could pose a risk to sensitive operations. These are to be the only reasons for the non-disclosure of diaries.

A challenge which needs to be adequately addressed is sufficient staffing and funding to ensure real-time release of diaries is implemented and honoured.  Lack of funding is a common complaint levelled at Tasmanian governments where the government wants to elude scrutiny and accountability.  Eluding accountability feeds the lack of trust in the Parliament.

In addition, ensuring minimum standards are adhered to is critical.  Too frequently Members of Parliament try to find loopholes to avoid minimum standards or bend the rules to avoid accountability.  Independent oversight needs to be set up to ensure the minimum standards are adhered to and any transgressions are immediately corrected.

4. What additional measures or improvements could further enhance the effectiveness and accessibility of ministerial diary disclosures? 
The real-time disclosure of ministerial diaries, needs to include sufficient detail such as the purpose of the meeting, who with, the organisation, for the information to be meaningful.  Furthermore, add links to the lobbyist register so lobbyists’ meetings appear alongside their other information on the register.

Documents made as part of representations to government should be disclosed automatically. This would help ensure that what interest groups say to governments is consistent with what they say publicly, and would also strengthen the ability of government to act on behalf of the public rather than at the behest of the powerful.
Information should be available in a timely manner as a matter of course.

The public have a right to know who is trying to influence government ministers as ministers are employed by Tasmanins. 
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We acknowledge the Traditional Owners and Custodians of lutruwita (Tasmania) - Aboriginal land, sea and waterways. We acknowledge, with deep respect, the traditional owners of this land; the palawa and pakana people. That sovereignty has never been ceded. It always was and always will be Aboriginal land.OFFICIAL
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