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Fact Sheet 3: Events on Anzac Day
Current Tasmanian position
The Anzac Day Observance Act 1929 (the Act) effectively creates two periods for sporting, racing and public events on Anzac Day. Before 12:30 pm, the Act restricts a range of sporting, racing and public events. After 12:30 pm, these restrictions no longer apply.
The Act provides exemptions for children’s sport and for sporting events where no admission fee or charge applies and no donations are sought from spectators. Otherwise, there is no general process under the Act for seeking an exemption to hold a restricted event before 12:30 pm.
In this fact sheet, “public events” includes theatrical and cinematic events, concerts, agricultural shows, markets, bazaars, fetes, fairs and trade shows. Further detail is set out in sections 4 and 4A of the Act.
Approach of other jurisdictions
Other jurisdictions take different approaches to events on Anzac Day. Victoria, South Australia and Western Australia maintain specific restrictions on some sporting or public events, while other jurisdictions regulate relevant activities through broader trading, public holiday or sector-specific legislation.
Table 1: Jurisdictional restrictions on Anzac Day sports and events
	Jurisdiction
	Restriction

	Victoria 
(Anzac Day Act 1958)
	No sports shall be held on Anzac Day except with the written approval of the minister.
No match, game, exercise or other event at any sports shall commence before 1:00 pm.
No showing of films where people are admitted on payment of a fee or charge, or after a donation is sought, before 1:00 pm.
The minister may give a written exemption.
No entertainment (such as a dance or similar event or a concert, play or recital) where people are admitted on payment of a fee or charge, or after a donation is sought, before 1:00 pm.
The minister may give a written exemption.
In granting an exemption the minister must consider if the provision of entertainment is a genuine commemoration of Anzac Day or would not adversely affect the commemorative nature of Anzac Day.
Licensed premises operating in accordance with the particular licence have an automatic exemption.
No public auctions before 1:00 pm on Anzac Day.

	South Australia
(Anzac Day Commemoration Act 2005)
	The holding of a public sporting or entertainment event between 5:00 am. and 12:00 pm. on Anzac Day is unlawful unless authorised by the premier in writing.
A public sporting or entertainment event is defined as an activity where tickets for admission are made available for purchase prior to the event and are required for entry.
In granting an exemption the premier must provide a copy of the event application to the RSL and have regard to any comments made by them in determining the application.

	Western Australia
(Anzac Day Act 1960)
	No licences to be granted to permit race meetings before 1:00 pm and any licence granted contrary to the legislation will be void.
No sport event to be held on Anzac Day before 1:00 pm.
Sporting event is defined as an activity at which competitive sport is played or conducted, and spectators are required to pay an admission fee or donations are sought from spectators
A distinction is drawn between a sports event and a professional sports event in the WA legislation.
There are no exemptions available under the WA legislation.
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