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Fact Sheet 2: Trading on Anzac Day
Current Tasmanian position
The Anzac Day Observance Act 1929 (the Act) effectively creates two trading periods on Anzac Day. Before 12:30 pm, shop trading is generally prohibited unless an exemption applies. After 12:30 pm, normal statutory holiday trading arrangements under the Shop Trading Hours Act 1984 apply.
Some shops are automatically exempt from the restriction. A shop that is not automatically exempt may apply for an exemption under the Act. A list of businesses eligible for an automatic exemption is set out in section 5A of the Act. Businesses eligible to open include:
pharmacies
newsagents
cafes, restaurants, takeaway food vendors
bottle shops
shops used principally for auction purposes where auctions are conducted by a real estate agent or general auctioneer
petrol stations
car yards, or shops that sell replacement parts required for essential repairs to motor vehicles
shops not part of a shopping centre, plaza or mall where no more than 10 people were engaged in the business on any day during the immediately preceding March.
Under section 5A (5) of the Act, in deciding whether to make an exemption notice, the minister may consider any relevant matters, including:
The needs of the relevant community including, but not limited to, organisations that support veterans, and their families, such as the RSL.
The effect on the relevant community if the shop, or class or group of shops, is not kept open.
The policy that a notice under this section should not undermine, to any significant degree, the controls on shop trading hours set out in the Shop Trading Hours Act 1984.
Before taking effect, an exemption notice must be published in the Gazette, in at least one daily newspaper circulating generally in each relevant municipal area, and on a publicly accessible website.
Approach of other jurisdictions
Other jurisdictions take different approaches to shop trading on Anzac Day. Some restrict trading for part of the day, some restrict it for the entire day subject to exemptions, and others have no specific Anzac Day shop trading restrictions. The table below summarises the approach in each state and territory.
Table 1: Jurisdictional Anzac Day trading
	Jurisdiction
	Legislation
	Summary

	New South Wales
	Retail Trading Act 2008, as amended by the Retail Trading Amendment (Anzac Day Trading Hours) Act 2024
	Non-exempt retail shops must remain closed at all times on Anzac Day (previously permitted to trade from 1:00 pm).
Exempt shops listed in Schedule 1 of the Act — including small shops (4 or fewer staff, up to 2 owners), chemists, newsagencies, petrol stations, cafes and licensed venues — may continue to trade.
Approval cannot be granted for a bank to open on Anzac Day.

	Victoria
	Shop Trading Reform Act 1996; Anzac Day Act 1958
	Shops must remain closed between 12:01 am and 1:00 pm on Anzac Day, unless exempt.
Exempt shops include chemists, petrol stations, restaurants, cafés and takeaway outlets.
Shops with 20 or fewer employees at any time (and no more than 100 employees across related entities in the preceding 7 days) may also open.
Factories, warehouses and premises where a manufacturing process is carried on must remain closed throughout Anzac Day, subject to prescribed criteria.

	Queensland
	Trading (Allowable Hours) Act 1990; Anzac Day Act 1995
	Anzac Day is a “closed day”; factories and shops (including offices) must close, subject to exceptions.
Exceptions include premises licensed under the Liquor Act 1992, real estate offices (rental transactions only), and food preparation businesses such as bakeries, restaurants and takeaway kitchens.
Exempt shops (chemists, newsagencies, service stations and similar) may trade without restriction.
Independent retail shops must remain closed until 1:00 pm unless predominantly a food or grocery store.

	South Australia
	Shop Trading Hours Act 1977; Shop Trading Hours Regulations 2018
	Non-exempt shops in the Adelaide CBD and designated tourist precincts (such as Glenelg) may trade between 12:00 pm and 5:00 pm.
Non-exempt shops in the Metropolitan Shopping District and proclaimed shopping districts must remain closed.
Exempt shops, including pharmacies and petrol stations, may trade without restriction on any day of the year.

	Western Australia
	Retail Trading Hours Act 1987
	General retail shops in the metropolitan area must remain closed; an order cannot authorise them to open on Anzac Day.
Small retail shops may trade 24 hours a day, every day of the year.
Special retail shops (necessary for emergency, convenience or recreation goods) may trade between 6:00 am and 11:30 pm.
Restaurants, cafes, takeaway food shops, short-term markets and filling stations are not covered by the Act and may open at any time.

	Australian Capital Territory
	Trading Hours Act 1962 (repealed by the Trading Hours Act 1996)
	Retail trading hours were deregulated by the 1996 Act, which repealed the earlier trading hours restrictions.
No legislation currently restricts shop trading hours on Anzac Day.
Liquor trading hours are separately regulated under the ACT Liquor Act.

	Northern Territory
	No current Shop Trading Hours Act (trading hours deregulated)
	There are no Anzac Day trading restrictions on businesses in the Northern Territory.
Any restrictions on Anzac Day (for example, on alcohol sale times) arise under separate liquor licensing legislation, not shop trading hours law.
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