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Fact Sheet 1: Observance of Anzac Day
Current Tasmanian legislation
The Anzac Day Observance Act 1929 (the Act) was established to provide for the fitting observance of Anzac Day as a national holiday. The Act provides that 25 April each year is to be observed as Anzac Day. 
A central purpose of the Act is to protect the special commemorative character of Anzac Day morning. Before 12:30 pm, the Act restricts a range of activities, including racing, sporting events, public entertainment, markets, gaming, bookmaking and shop trading. The Act also contains protections for some employees who may otherwise be required to work in connection with restricted activities. 
These restrictions recognise that Anzac Day is not an ordinary public holiday. The period before 12:30 pm is specifically protected so that commemorative observance remains the primary focus of the morning.
This Review will not diminish the importance, character or special status of Anzac Day observance. The existing protection of the morning before 12:30 pm will remain fundamental to the Review.
The review will not consider changes to the conduct or content of Anzac Day commemorative services. This includes matters such as the order of service, music and anthems, the Ode of Remembrance and speeches. Guidance on these matters is available through the Australian Government Department of Veterans’ Affairs Anzac Portal and its Anzac Day event planning guidance.
Anzac Day Portal
Anzac Day event planning guidance
The Review will instead consider whether the Act remains clear, workable and appropriate for contemporary Tasmania, while ensuring that any changes continue to protect the commemorative purpose of Anzac Day.
Approach of other jurisdictions 
Other states and territories also recognise Anzac Day through legislation, although the way they protect observance differs. Some have dedicated Anzac Day legislation that regulates activities which may detract from commemoration, while others rely on trading, public holiday and other legislation.
Victoria and South Australia provide particularly strong examples of legislation that expressly places commemoration at the centre of their approach. Queensland also links restrictions on activity to the commemorative significance of Anzac Day.
Table 1: Jurisdictional Anzac Day observance 
	Victoria - Anzac Day Act 1958

	Establishes Anzac Day as a commemorative day and regulates activities that may detract from that purpose. Sporting events cannot commence before 1:00 pm. Entertainment before 1:00 pm may only be permitted where it is a genuine commemoration of Anzac Day or would not detract from the commemorative nature of the day.

	South Australia - ANZAC Day Commemoration Act 2005

	The Act has an express object of ensuring the service of Australians in war, armed conflict and peacekeeping operations is recognised and commemorated. Public sporting and entertainment events are generally prohibited between 5:00 am and 12 noon unless authorised by the Premier. The Premier must consult the RSL before granting an authorisation.

	Queensland - Anzac Day Act 1995; Trading (Allowable Hours) Act 1990

	Uses a broader closure-based approach covering shops, factories and places of public amusement. Queensland’s Anzac Day legislation expressly links these restrictions to the commemorative significance of the day.

	New South Wales - Retail Trading Act 2008; Public Holidays Act 2010

	Primarily protects Anzac Day through retail trading restrictions and public holiday legislation. It does not have a single dedicated observance Act regulating sporting, entertainment and other activities.

	Western Australia - Anzac Day Act 1960; General trading, gaming and public holiday legislation

	Regulates racing and sporting events on Anzac Day, including restrictions before 1:00 pm. The Act also establishes the Anzac Day Trust Account and provides for contributions from certain professional sporting and large racing events. Trading, gaming and other activities are regulated through separate legislative frameworks.

	Australian Capital Territory - Holidays Act 1958 and other legislation

	Recognises Anzac Day as a public holiday but does not have a dedicated observance statute or a general protected morning period for sporting, entertainment or commercial activities.

	Northern Territory - Public Holidays Act 1981 and other legislation

	Recognises Anzac Day as a public holiday but does not have a comprehensive observance statute or a general legislated morning restriction on sporting, entertainment or commercial activity.
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