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| am writing to provide you with a submission on behalf of Kingborough
Council in response to the State Government’s proposal to develop the
Tasmanian Sustainability Strategy.

At its meeting on 2 October 2023 the Kingborough Council resolved to
prepare a submission addressing the State Government’s Discussion
Paper. In addition, the Council also wished to express its interest in being
further involved in the development of the Strategy.

Background

Kingborough is situated 10km south of Hobart and covers a total area of
717 square kilometres. It comprises urban areas such as Kingston,
Margate, and Snug and rural areas such as Lower Longley, Conningham,
and Woodbridge as well as the key tourist location of Bruny Island.

Approximately 41,000 people already call Kingborough home and our
population and residential housing are rapidly growing. The strong growth
in population is reflected though the significant number of housing
approvals in the municipal area over the last 10 years. On average, Council
approves more than 200 new dwellings (and over 700 development
applications) each year. Kingborough's population growth is creating
issues for our communities that only sustainable management actions can
solve.
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The natural setting within which Kingborough is set is unique and dramatic
in that most of the urban area is located alongside an extensive waterway
and sits between mountain ranges. These features produce natural
skylines, watercourses, coast, and bushland reserves which are all highly
valued. The extent of natural constraints in the municipal area (such as
landslip, bushfire risk, coastal inundation, flooding) also create some
challenges in managing sustainable growth.

Traditional industries such as agri-business and tourism in the municipal
area will continue to play an important economic role, but there is a need
to further stimulate the local economy so that most services and many more
employment opportunities can be found closer to home. The overall goal
is for Kingborough to be more self-sufficient in this regard.

Submission

As the level of government operating closest to the community, local
government is ideally placed to contribute to the development of the
Sustainability Strategy. Kingborough Council has several key strategic
documents which we consider can provide some insights into questions
posed by the Discussion Paper, specifically in response to the questions:
e What are the most important things we need to do to achieve a
sustainable future for Tasmania? And
e What do we plan to do to contribute to the achievement of a
sustainable Tasmania in 20507

The Kingborough Council Strategic Plan 2020-2025 provides a strategic
vision for Kingborough’s communities. The Plan is based on three key
priorities:
e To encourage and support a safe, healthy and connected
community;
e To deliver quality infrastructure and services; and
e Sustaining the natural environment whilst facilitating development
for our future.



Key strategic outcomes are identified in the Plan. Set out below are those
which are considered to have most direct relevance to the State
Sustainability Strategy:
¢ An inclusive community that has a strong sense of pride and local
identity
o A resilient community with the capacity to flourish
e A Council that acknowledges the existence of a climate change and
biodiversity emergency and has in place strategies to respond
e An active and healthy community, with vibrant, clean local areas that
provide social, recreational and economic opportunities
e Infrastructure development and service delivery that are
underpinned by strategic planning to cater for the needs of the
general population
e A community that has a well-developed sense of natural and cultural
heritage
e Best practice land use planning systems to manage the current and
future impacts of development.

Where the Council has identified issues which it considers most important
to a sustainable future, specific strategies have been developed. By way
of example:
¢ Land use planning — The Kingborough Land Use Strategy 2019
aims to plan for growth in the municipal area with key focus areas
including but not limited to:

o Settlement planning to achieve sustainable environmental,
social and economic outcomes:

o Provision of public infrastructure in a fair, orderly and
sustainable manner:;

o Encouraging development that supports sustainable transport
modes (including increased densities around major nodes and
public transport), walking, cycling, better access to
employment, services and recreation;

o Maintaining and improving quality of life by providing housing
choice, different lifestyle opportunities, liveable environments,
increased accessibility, and safer / healthier communities.

The Council is of course also a partner in the 30-Year Greater
Hobart Plan, an agreed action plan of the Hobart City Deal, which
aims to ensure a coordinated approach to shaping the future of
Greater Hobart.



¢ Climate change — the Kingborough Climate Change Policy (2021)
and Climate Change Plan 2019-2024 were developed to clearly
articulate the importance that the Council places on a meaningful
response to climate change. The Council has strategies addressing
both emissions reduction and adaption.

o The Council has committed to sequentially reducing its carbon
footprint and has a target of net zero emissions for Council
activities by 2035 or earlier.

o The Coastal Hazards Policy (2023) guides Council’s coastal
management activities, with the objective of achieving risk
reduction and the protection, sustainable use and enjoyment
of coastal public lands under Council management.

o Environment and biodiversity — Kingborough is recognised as
containing a very high proportion of significant biodiversity values,
particularly threatened vegetation communities and threatened
species. As a consequence, the Council dedicates considerable
resources to biodiversity and environmental conservation

e Waste — In it's Waste Management Strategy 2017, the Council
commits to working with its community to reduce waste sent to
landfill, increase recycling rates and improve resource recovery.

e Open space and recreation - a number of specific strategies have
been developed including specific strategies relating to tracks and
trails, cycling, sport precincts and playgrounds.

As articulated in the Kingborough Open Space Strategy 2019, the
vision is To meet the current and future needs of residents, visitors
and tourists and the environment by providing and protecting and
enhancing well planned spaces for increased physical and social
activity, enjoyment and environmental protection.

e Community resilience — work will commence in the near future on
a strategic framework which aims to improve how the Kingborough
community prepares for, responds and recovers from emergencies
by focusing on building and promoting community resilience.

o Health and Wellness — Kingborough Council is committed to
encouraging an active and healthy community. To this end, it is
currently developing a Health and Wellness Plan which will focus on
ways of increasing social inclusion and connectivity through nature,
arts and cultural programs.

This submission presents a ‘snapshot’ of issues Kingborough Council has
determined as important, and where the Council can take action, to help



achieve a sustainable future. We trust that the information is helpful as
you start to develop the Tasmanian Sustainability Strategy.

In closing, | reiterate that the Council is supportive of the work of the State

Government in this area. We thank you for this opportunity to have input
and would welcome further involvement as the Strategy is progressed.

Yours sincerely

Gary Arnold
GENERAL MANGER





