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SON OF:  WILLIAM AND MARY DILGER, SWANSEA TASMANIA 

CONFLICT: FIRST WORLD WAR 1914 – 1918 

OCCUPATION: BRIDGE BUILDER 

MARITAL STATUS: SINGLE 

AGE AT ENLISTMENT 9 JULY 1915: 27 YEARS 

RELIGION: ROMAN CATHOLIC 

FATE: KILLED IN ACTION 31 MAY 1918, FRANCE 

CEMETARY: BORRE BRITISH CEMETARY, HAZEBROUCK,  

NORD PAS DE CALAIS, FRANCE 
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Albert William Dilger 

The early days in Swansea 
 

Albert William Dilger, known as Bert was born on 8 June 1888 and raised in Swansea. He was the 
eldest of eight children and enjoyed his sport especially football. 
 
Bert studied at the local school and then trained as a bridge builder for a local contractor includ-

ing for some me with his younger brother Harry who also served on the Western Front with the 

Australian Imperial force in World War 1. 

Bert played in the Swansea football premiership team of 1905 and was o en named amongst 

the best players and for a me was the secretary of the Swansea football club. He was known to 

enjoy fishing and according to research was a member of the Swansea Homing Society.  

Bert was the son of Mary Elizabeth and William (Will) Dilger. Sadly Bert’s father Will Dilger died un-

expectedly on 21 February 1906 at the age of 42 in Boobyalla near Ringarooma where he had been 

working. He apparently died of an epilep c fit. Soon a er his death and again sadly a fire broke out 

in the Dilger's home in Swansea and it was badly damaged. Although some of the children were in 

bed at the me and had to be rescued, all members of the family survived.  The Launceston Daily 

Telegraph of 6 April 1906 stated the sympathy of the whole community is with them in their trouble, 

as it is only a short me ago since they were deprived of their bread winner. Mrs Dilger and family 

hear ly assisted to save her place. Although all the clothes were destroyed, with flour, sugar, and all 

other kitchen necessi es, had it been a windy night it would have been more serious.”  

Bert Dilger’s family home in Swansea 

The Swansea Football Premiership Team of 1905. Bert is standing third from the le .  

Photo Courtesy of GSBH Society 
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Enlistment, early ac on and injury 

Bert enlisted on 9 July 1915 at the age 27 years and departed from Tasmania to Adelaide and arrived 

in Alexandria, Egypt in January 1916 and following a few months in training arrived on the Western 

Front in France. Like many other soldiers and due to the weather condi ons he soon caught the flu 

and was hospitalised. Bert joined the 12th Ba alion which was made up of mostly Tasmanians. 

On 24 July 1916 Bert was wounded in ac on in France receiving gunshot wounds in his back and right 
arm and was hospitalised in the Third Western General Hospital at Cardiff, Wales. When the hospital 
closed in 1919 the pa ents were 50% orthopaedic and 50% mentally ill pa ents. He then spent fur-
ther me convalescing at the Woodcote Park Convalescent Hospital at Epsom, Surrey. The Woodcote 
Park Convalescent Hospital at its peak held over 4000 pa ents. He returned to training at Perham 
Downs in 1917 while s ll recovering from his wounds.  
 
At the end of November 1916 Bert caught mumps and was hospitalised in France before being dis-
charged 2 days before Christmas. Sadly in January 1917 he was again injured, this me receiving a 
severe shrapnel wound to his right arm and was sent to England to the Horton County of London war 
hospital. He again returned to Perham Downs camp for training purposes and rehabilita on.  
Bert received the sad news that his younger brother Harry was killed in ac on in Armen eres,   
Belgium on 31 January 1917. Harry was just 19 years old. 
 
In March 1917 on his return to the Western Front, Bert was transferred from the 12th Ba alion to the 
69th Ba alion and was promoted to Lance Corporal. He returned to the 12 Ba alion in November 
1917. 
 
On 9 January 1918 Bert suffered gunshot wounds to his legs and face and was again hospitalised but 
was soon reclassified as fit for elementary field work and re-joined the training school, and then soon 
returned to ac ve duty.  
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Bravery and Berts military medal at Messines, France 

On 16 Feb 1918 Bert was awarded the military medal for bravery.   

The commenda on read as follows: 

On the night of the 9th/10th January 1918 east of Messines, Lance Corporal A.W Dilger was in 
charge of a patrol. They got within 20 yards of an enemy post and were heavily bombed. Lance 
Corporal Dilger was wounded through the ankle, which was broken, and Private R.T Hortle was 
badly wounded in the thigh. The remainder of the patrol, wounded in a lesser degree, returned to 
our lines. 

Lance Corporal Dilger remained with Hortle and carried him back, a distance of about 90 yards, 
and was subjected to heavy rifle and machine gun fire in doing so. Undoubtedly Private Hortle 
owes his life to Lance Corporal Dilger’s gallant action.   
Report by Brigadier General commanding 1st Australian Division, AWM files. 

Mercury ar cle 25 May 1918.  

Bert Dilger’s military medal is held in the Swansea Historical Rooms (part of the East Coast Heritage 

Museum and Glamorgan Spring Bay Historical Society Inc.) The medal was donated by his niece 

Marge Bouchard, who apparently inherited it from his two sisters, Kit and Nell Dilger. 
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Bert’s mother Mrs Mary Dilger was offered a public ceremony for the presenta on of Bert’s military 

medal but responded as follows:  “I will be greatly obliged if you will post the medal direct to me as I 

have not desire whatever for a public presenta on”.  

At the meeting of the Glamorgan council last week the Warden, Mr A. J. Amons moved “That a 
letter be forwarded to Mrs E. Dilger sympathising with her in the great loss she has sustained 
through the death of her other son, Albert William, who was recently killed in  
action in France, and that is be placed on record the high esteem that the Council entertained for 

Killed in ac on and a mother’s pain. 

Sadly Bert was killed in ac on at the age of 29 years just 3 months later on 31 May 1918 and was 

buried at the Borre Cemetery in France. (It should be noted many thousands of Australian soldiers  

s ll have no known gravesite.) 

The then Glamorgan Council moved a special mo on in his honour which reads: 
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Bert Dilger in his Will bequeathed everything to his mother Mrs Mary Dilger.  
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In his personal possession on the western front were a wallet, photos, a prayer book, 10 cards, a 

brownie camera and a sewing kit. Mrs Mary Dilger was subsequently sent a mothers and wid-

ows badge with 2 stars, one for each of her sons – Albert William Dilger and Harry Clarence 

Dilger.  
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Albert William Dilger, Clarence Frederick Dilger  (Cousin) & Harry Clarence Dilger all killed in ac on in world war one  
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Today’s Swansea RSL pays tribute. 

End Note: Further military and medical records are a ached. 
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A achment 
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A achment 
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A achment 
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A achment 
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A achment 
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A achment 
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A achment 
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A achment 
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A achment 
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A achment 



 21 

A achment 
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A achment 
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        S S Persia 

Dear Mum 

 I am sending a feew lines to let you know that I am alright. I have just about got over the sea-sickness we have had a 

pre y rough trip and all hands have been bad, but all are ge ng lively again. I will start and tell you what bit of news there is to 

tell since we le  Melbourne. We le  Melbourne Tuesday 10th at 3oclock and had a rough trip round to Adelaide one night was 

very rough we had thunder & lightening the ship got 20 miles out of its course but a er we arrived at Adelaide on Thursday 12th 

at 1 oclock and le  for Fremantle @ 7 oclock the same day and are s ll on the way. I think we should get there on Tuesday 

morning. When I say Adelaide I mean Port Adelaide, the City is 10 miles further on and I don’t think the Big boats can get up. 

They are terrible grabbers at Port A.. the used to charge us p-top prices for anything we bought oranges that we can buy for 1d 

each on the ship they used to charge us 4 for 6d. one of the boys that was selling on the wharf told us that they put 2d per 

bo le on the cordials while the soldiers were there I don’t reckon that very patrio c do you. I hope they let us ashore at Fre-

mantle we will have been on board a week then. One good thing there is plenty good tucker on board we get meat 3 mes a 

day and at 7 oclock in the evening we get biscuits and cheese. 

Well Dear Mum I must send Lil a few lines 

from Fremantle so I will say Ta-Ta  

 for the [present with love to all at home 

 from Your Loving Son 

    Bert 

 

 

     Envelope 

 

 

Post marked Fremantle 17 Aug 15   Western Australia 

 

   Mrs W. Dilger 

    Swansea 

     Tasmania 
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         France 

          27 – 4 – 16 

My dear Mum 

Well Dear Mum I am just going to send you a few lines to let you know that I am alright. I got a parcel from you on Tuesday, 

thank you very much for the good things that were in it, everything was in good order. I got a le er from you and Nell, also 

from Kit &  Ella and one from Iris all were wri en in the first week in March I suppose Harry will have le  Tasmania long before 

you get this le er, there will not be many chaps le  in Swansea if they keep on coming at the rate they are doing so now. We 

are beginning to get some lovely weather here now, the last 4 or 5 days it has just been like early summer in Tassie, it reminds 

me a lot of Tasmania at mes and especially now all the fruit trees are coming out in bloom. You see a lot of funny things here 

some mes, they train Dogs here to work at all sorts of things you o en go along here & see a dog dragging a small cart about. I 

sent you some P.Cs the other day I hope you get them. Oh, next me you write tell me how the elec ons got on, I might not see 

the paper with it in. I have not seen Will yet, I am afraid he got sent to another 

Ba n, and I have not seen Dave Mc Neil yet. Have you heard anything, he was in the 12th in the A. M. C. , I believe he was a 

splendid fellow too, nothing was too much for him to do for anybody. 

Well dear Mum take care of yourself & remember me to all 

My old friends & give my love to all at home so Ta – Ta 

 well best love from 

   Your Loving Son 

    Bert 
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Some smudging so some parts of this le er are illegible (denoted with xxxxx) 

 

         Xxxxxxx 

         30 – 7 – 16 

My Dear Mum 

  I am just wri ng   x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x   

you a few lines to let you know  x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x 

how I am ge ng on. I managed  x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x 

to get in the way of a Hun’s bullet  x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x 

but it did not damage me very  x x x x x   I did not get up 

much. I was coming down from  with the xxxxxxxx I had to carry 

the new front line where we   my xxxxxxx backward & forward 

had the ba le at Pozieres, I guess  I think it is about the hardest 

you have seen all about it in the  bit of work I have ever taken 

papers, with a message to our  on. 

Colonel and when I was   We are ge ng treated p top 

Crossing a piece of open ground  over here the sisters are real 

Xxxx a sniper just caught me  good. We are (some of us) going 

about the front rib, the bullet  to be let out tomorrow for 

went just into the flesh a li le   3 or 4 hours, we will be able 

way and came out again.   To have a look at the town 

      Cardiff is a good big place 

      While I am over here I will 

      write and tell you all that is 

      going on and what we have  

      been up to since we arrived 
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Page 2 

in France. 

I am almost  sure to get some     living hell for the Germans. 

leave and be able to get to London   I hope you are doing as I o en 

before I go back to the Ba n    tell you Mum, that is not to   

They owe me about 5 pounds and if I can  worry about me at all I will  

draw that I will be able to have    be alright & I hope you are 

a good me. I have not had any   all well. I wonder where Harry 

leave since I joined.     Is goodness knows when I will 

Ted was safe the last I heard   get another le er, don’t alter my 

of him I did not see Andrew    address.      

at all, there were a terrible    Well Dear Mum I will write a long 

lot of our chaps slightly wounded   le er in a day or two I have been 

but there were not such a    carrying a le er in my pocket 

lot killed outright. You would   about a fortnight but have 

not know that there had been    been able to post it. 

any villages out there al all    Well dear Mum give my love to 

there is not a single wall    all at home so Ta –Ta for the 

standing my word our guns    present with heaps of love from 

to rock xxxx in, the Huns      Your Loving 

also send a fair share but      Son 

ours must make it like a        Bert 
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 For God, For King, & For Country 

Y.M.C.A     Y.M.C.A.    Y.M.C.A. 

Patron     with     Patron 

YMCA Na onal Council  H.M. FORCES ON ACTIVE SERVICE  Military Camp Dept. 

HM The King        HRH Duke of Connaught 

Salisbury Plains        Oct. 24 1916 

Dear Mum 

Just a few lines to let you know that I am s ll in the hospital and doing well. I got up on Friday and I am in a hut out side and I 

am in with old Sid Morey is hear with me . I hope to be going out to join my unit on Saturday and I wont be sorry. It is very cold 

down hear now we have had a few very rough days lately but it seemed if it is going to clear up a bit now and I hope it does. 

The mumps are not to bad to get once in a way because it is a good spell and I never had them very bad. I suppose you are 

star ng to have some hot weather in Australia by now and we are star ng to cop the cold over hear. I got a le er from Norman 

Bale  yesterday and he said that he saw Bert last Wednesday and he was very well. I reckon he was over at my Camp yesterday 

but the other boy would be looking out for him. About a fortnight ago Norman Bale  cousin got word that he was kill so you 

can imagine how xxx he will feel when I tell him that he is s ll going. There was an axident out hear this morning. There was a 

flying machine flying about a ¼ of a mile away from us and something went wrong with the machine and he fell and was killed 

we could see the machine falling from where we are. I hope to get some le ers from home today the boys will send them to 

me from camp. 

Well dear mum I havent any more to tell you down in this place  so I will say good bye with best love from your loving son 

   Harry 

give my love to the girls  

and remember me to the boys in Swansea 

Envelope 

Y.M.C.A. 

 Mrs W Dilger 

  Swansea 

  East Coast 

  Tasmania 

  Australia          
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Y.M.C.A  In the Field  

   3-2-1918     Page 2 (contd) 

My Dear Mum      We are having a very mild 

 Well Dear here      winter over here this year, we   

 I am again just going to send    are having very li le rain and 

you a few lines to let you     not much snow, but a lot of 

know that I am s ll kicking    nice  frosty  weather. 

along alright and hoping     I forget if I told you about 

you and all at home are     page 3 

well.        sending you a Xmas Book 

I got a le er from Ella yester-    Australians in France, I dont 

day wri en on Nov 23rd, I have    know what it is like, I did 

nearly all Oct le ers to get yet    not see them, but I hope it 

and also the parcels, I expect    is good, I don’t know what I  

they will soon come along now,    was thinking about, that I 

I did not know that poor old    did not get one sent to 

Fred had been killed, un l    Aun es when they were taking 

 Page 2        orders for them, I told them 

 3 or 4 days ago, it is very bad    to send one to you and did 

 news I expect his Dad & Mother    not think of sending two it 

 would be very much upset I     was too late when I did 

 don’t know where he was killed    think of it I am very sorry. 

 but will find out if I can,     I saw herb Walker yesterday  

 his unit is not very far away     he looks be er than when 

 from us at present, I will     page 4     

                                                                                                                    I saw him before. I also    

 write a few lines to his father    saw C Wallace, I think he 

 in a day or two.      is cooking for the Ba n boot 
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page 4 (contd)     Envelope 

 makers. 

 I have not heard anything  Australian Commonwealth  ON 

 of Allan since he was wounded  Military Forces    ACTIVE 

 Oh I am very sorry to hear  Australian Y.M.C.A   SERVICE 

 That Mrs Walchs boy has 

 been killed, I send her my   Mrs W. Dilger 

 deepest sympathy,  I hope she    Swansea 

 is cheering up alright and not     Tasmania 

 too broken hearted.       Australia 

 How are the girls ge ng on I   passed by censor 

 suppose  they are jogging    No. 4596 

along the same as ever. 

Page 5 

 I hope Mrs Gunton is keeping 

 well remember me to her. 

 Well Dear I have no news to 

 tell so give my love to the  

 girls & Doll & Myrt and 

 remember me to all old 

 friends so Ta Ta for the 

 present with heaps of love 

 from 

  Your Loving Son 

   Bert 
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         France 

         14 – 3 – 18 

My Dear Mum 

  Here I am again just going to send you a few lines to let you know that I am ge ng along alright and hoping you 

and all at home are well and cheering up alright. I have had a few more le ers during the last week (Dec le ers), I have also had 

a le er from Will and find that he is in England for a few months, I was very pleased to hear that he has won the Military Med-

al, I wonder what he got it for, and talking about Military Medals Dear Mum, I must tell you that I have been lucky enough to 

win that honour, I expect you will have received word about it before you get this note I don’t know if you will be told by them 

what I got it for so I will tell you in this note. You will remember me telling you some me ago about having a patrol out and 

ge ng into a bit of trouble, I had 3 men with me at the me and when we struck the enemy one poor chap got terribly wound-

ed, the other two got away one of them slightly wounded, I got a few scratches also and stayed close to the lad that could not 

get away, then got him on my back and crawled away with him un l I got far enough from Fritz to get up on my feet, and then 

carried him to our wire and went and got stretcher bearers, who helped me to get him through the wire, I am very sorry to say 

that the poor lad has since died of his wounds , one of his legs was almost blown off. I am sending the Order that I got yester-

day as I cannot take care of it here. You o en ask in your le ers if I received the money you sent me , but I hope you have re-

ceived my le ers telling you that I got it alright and thank you very much Dear, I am trying to add a few more pounds to it and 

get leave to Paris. I have not been able to get any further informa on about poor Fred and Ted yet but will do so as soon as I 

can.  

Well Dear Mum give my love to Lil & Nell 

& Doll and Myrt and remember me to all  

old friends so I will say Ta Ta for the present 

 with heaps of love from 

  Your Loving Son 

    Bert 
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         France 

         April 1st 1918 

My Dear Mum 

  Here I am again just going to send you a few more lines to let you know that I am kicking along alright and hoping 

you and all at home are well and cheering up alright. I have had a fair number of le ers lately also a couple of parcels , I got the 

one with 3 packets of X cut in yesterday and I must thank you very much, Dear, it is fine to get a bit of Australian Tobacco, the 

stuff we get over here is very poor, the stuff we get issued with is hardly worth smoking. I suppose you a bit anxious now this 

big ba le is going on, but don’t worry I will get through alright, I also think that this big go is going to end the war very soon, 

especially if the allies give him a big smack, which I think they will do, they must have killed thousands of Germans down there, 

and he cant stand that very long, the bit of ground that has been lost is nothing so long as he is being smashed up gaining it. So 

Myrt has gone back to Hobart, I hope she gets on well and has plenty pupils, how has Nell been ge ng along with her music, 

she ought to be fairly good now. I hope the girls have a good me on their holidays and also that you have a good one too. 

One of our chaps who has been on leave to England told me that he saw Allan over there, and said he was wai ng for a boat to 

go back to Tassie, one of his arms is not too good I believe, but he is lucky. How did Trev get on at his exam, did he go back to 

school, he done well at the sports on Boxing Day, he must be some lad as an athlete, I expect I will have to take a back seat 

when I come back. How are Uncles and Aun es ge ng on & Mrs Gunton & Mrs Walch remember me to them all. 

Well Dear Mum give my love to Lil & 

Nell & Doll so I will say Ta Ta 

for the present with heaps of love 

 from 

  Your loving son 

   Bert 
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        France 

         16 – 4 – 18 

My Dear Lil 

  Well old party here I am again just going to send you a few lines to let you know that I am s ll kicking along alright 

and hoping that you and all at home are well and cheering up alright I have not been able to get many le ers away during the 

last couple of weeks but  you do mot want to worry, I will be alright, so cheer Mum up and tell her not to worry. I had a le er 

from Mum a few days ago, that is the only one I have had for a good while. How did Albert Skeggs like having to go back to 

camp, I suppose he would not care for it too well, I know I would not like to have to come back here again a er ge ng back 

home. What is A. Jack going to do he ought to be looking out for something before this me. Things seem to have been a bit 

mixed here lately, a lot of the French people have had to evacuate their homes where the Germans advanced and near the line 

our lads have been ge ng a nice lot of milk lately from the cows that were le  behind, one place near there are 11 cows and 

our chaps milk them And keep the milk, and an old Froggie comes up and feeds the cows and gives some of the milk to a few 

calves, and the boys have the remainder, he also told them to get the fowls and rabbits & pigeons so you can bet they have 

been in Clover lately. Well old party I have a  xx  chance of ge ng this away now, so give my love to Dear Mum and Nell and 

Uncles & Aun es and remember me to all old friends so I will say Ta Ta for the present with heaps of love from 

  Your loving Brother 

   Bert 

Give my love to Doll. 
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Thank you 

A special thankyou and  acknowledgment for the excellent support  

received for the above research to the Glamorgan Spring Bay Historical  

Society and Fran Read of Hobart, author and historian. 

 

In memory of   

Lance Corporal Albert William  Dilger 

The price of  liberty is 
eternal vigilance 

Lest we forget   


