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Tasmanian Government
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Via email: policy@dpac.tas.gov.au

HIA Submission on the Tasmanian Sustainability Strategy Discussion Paper

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comment in response to the Tasmanian Sustainability Strategy
Discussion Paper.

HIA welcomes inter-governmental collaboration and consultation with the residential construction
industry on major policy reform that supports the development of new housing, through streamlined

approval and cutting of red tape in the planning system.

About the Housing Industry Association (HIA)

The HIA is Australia’s only national industry association representing the interests of the residential
building industry, including new home builders, renovators, trade contractors, land developers, related
building professionals, and suppliers and manufacturers of building products.

As the voice of the residential building industry, HIA represents a membership of 60,000 across
Australia. HIA members are involved in land development, detached home building, home renovations,
low & medium-density housing, high-rise apartment buildings and building product manufacturing.

HIA members are comprised of a mix of residential builders, including the Housing 100 volume builders,
small to medium builders and renovators, residential developers, trade contractors, major building
product manufacturers and suppliers and consultants to the industry. HIA members construct over 85
per cent of the nation’s new building stock.

Background

The Discussion Paper leads with Premier Rockliff's message that “with more than 100 years of
investment in renewable energy (Tasmania has established) a world-leading net-zero
emissions profile.”
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Further work by Point Advisory in 2021 on behalf of the Tasmania Government recognises that
“Tasmania has achieved net zero emissions primarily because of its large forest estate (which absorbs
a significant amount of carbon dioxide from the atmosphere each year), and because the state
generates a high proportion of renewable electricity.”

Point Advisory indicates that to 2020, Tasmania had achieved net zero emissions in six out of the
previous seven years. Through its renewable energy investment, Tasmania is well positioned to
achieve its annual net zero target by 2030. Tasmania’s Sustainability Strategy will build on this base but
as we will highlight in our submission, a critical balance needs to be struck on sustainability for the
residential construction industry in order to maintain supply without being weighed down by a regulatory
environment that is exceedingly rigorous causing unjustified costs and delays. This is even more
important given the Government’s desire to deliver a record volume of new homes. It should also be
noted that new housing is already doing much of the heavy lifting through energy efficiency and other
sustainability requirements that exist under building codes and standards.

Response

It is HIA’s understanding preparation of the Tasmanian Sustainability Strategy is a four step process,
with this consultation being an invitation to comment on the Discussion Paper (stage 2).

It is not HIA’s intention to comment on the specific aspects of the Discussion Paper, with the Strategy’s
sustainable development goals (SDG) broadly indicative at this stage. We note the ‘Appendix A’
reference to ‘existing policies’ aligned to creation of the SDG, many of which HIA has provided written
comments to Government on already and form part of ongoing discussions.

For example, for ‘sustainable cities and communities’, HIA continues to liaise with the Hobart City Deals
group, Homes Tasmania and the State Planning Office to influence regulatory reform for fairer, more
sustainable and ultimately successful residential building conditions.

HIA’s view is the National Construction Code (NCC) is the leading regulatory framework for Tasmania
that sets the benchmark standard for residential construction. Design and construction solutions,
including addressing environmentally sustainable design should be managed through the current
framework of the NCC.

The NCC was last updated in 2022, effective 1t May 2023 with Tasmania adopting new condensation
mitigation provisions on 1%t October 2023 and a new livable (accessible) housing provision commencing
on 1% October 2024. Consideration of the 7-star Nationwide House Energy Rating Scheme (NatHERS)
energy efficiency rating provisions has been deferred until the next iteration of the NCC in 2025.
However many builders on a voluntary basis are delivering performance outcomes above and beyond
the standards set in the NCC (e.g. 7-star+ NatHERS homes).

Tasmania is experiencing rising demand for housing. With Tasmania delivering a record of around
3,500 homes in 2021-22 and the Government setting a target of an additional 10,000 social and
affordable homes over ten years, it remains unclear how many homes Tasmania will actually have the
capacity to commence in the coming years. Pandemic induced materials/labour shortages coupled with



shortages of shovel ready land are expected to impact delivery. It is therefore, imperative that the
regulatory environment and Tasmania’s planning system does not over burden builders with new
requirements that reduce their capacity to deliver these much needed homes.

Finally GreenSmart® is a registered brand of the Housing Industry Association. It is an industry driven
program that aims to encourage a mainstream application of the benefits of environmentally
responsible housing, this includes Sustainable Building Practices such as reduction and management
of building waste.

HIA submits there is a general nexus between the principles of our GreenSmart® Program and the
notions outlined in the ‘sustainable cities and communities’ and ‘responsible consumption and
production’ goals for Tasmania.

The mainstay of GreenSmart® is the GreenSmart® Professional course. Discussion at the course often
results in builders acknowledging a strong desire to be environmentally responsible on all levels for
their projects despite the many limitations and constraints they confront. HIA believes that all forms of
waste reduction/recovery/reuse education for industry should be voluntarily encouraged by State
Government, with appropriate funding provided for this purpose.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comment at this initial stage. HIA would appreciate being
consulted with regard to any further matters relating to the Strategy. Please do not hesitate to contact
us if you wish to discuss matters raised in this correspondence — Roger Cooper HIA Senior Planning
Advisor (03) 9280 8230 or Stuart Collins 0418 507 377 or s.collins@hia.com.au.

Yours sincerely
HOUSING INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION LIMITED
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Executive Director
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