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This story is dedicated to my Great Uncle, Corporal George Arthur Mills (Archie)
(25 February 1877-4 October 1917), to my much loved Auntie Gladys Dawn
Mills (Glad) (2 May 1929-23 October 2017) and to all the men and women who
served during World War 1 for my freedom.

This story has been inspired by my research into my Great Uncle’s service and
sacrifice during World War 1 as part of my Frank MacDonald Memorial Prize
study tour of Belgium and France in April 2018. The story is based on facts
uncovered, but also on my informed interpretation of letters, documents,
articles and events. Parts of this story have been inspired by “Up At Quinn’s” by
Jane Greenwood.
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He could hear the thunder rumbling in the distance just beyond the thirsty landscape. Brief
flashes of light penetrated his closed eyelids. He knew it would be here soon as, where he
came from — wheat country! - the cicadas always fell silent before the rain. “About time,” he
mumbled to himself as he stumbled out of his warm bed and into the thick pre-dawn air. He
stood under the generous veranda of his homestead. Waiting. Listening. Soon, it came. Slow
and steady at first and then in rapid thuds as the raindrops penetrated the parched earth
and drummed on his iron roof. Relief washed over him. It’s over, he thought. The drought is
finally over.

%k %k %k %k

Fragments of memories fluttered through his mind as he stood shoulder to shoulder with
others of the 8th battalion (F company)?, waiting in sombre silence for the order to advance.
The calm before the storm, he thought, much like the cicadas.

Just three years earlier he’d crowded aboard the early morning train® (from St Arnaud to
Broadmeadows) with his mates and brother Syd (Sydney Gordon)* amid a sea of well-
wishers. A band had led the procession from the St Arnaud Town Hall® to the station playing
Australia Will be There, though he scarcely heard it for the beating of his own heart. At one
stage he was hoisted on someone’s strong shoulders and carried along by the crowd. He
remembers his mother waving a handkerchief and his six siblings® blowing kisses as the train
pulled away from the platform. Goodbye Arch! Good luck! God be with you, son! He pushed
the memory back and locked it up again. It was too hard to bear. Perhaps later there would
be time.

Here it was still dark. The outline of the ridge at the top of a gradual rise in the ground — his
objective’ — was only faintly visible against the deeper blackness of the sky. The men shifted
uncomfortably. The waiting was the worst. When the nerves got to you it made standing
still almost impossible. Although, he thought, he was the calmest of all the lads — on the
surface at least. Even when he came close at Gallipoli during the second wave when it
seemed to rain bullets (and one pierced his neck)?, he still managed to joke and flirt with the
nurses in Egypt®. He was single after all. In between fighting back on the beachhead and the
evacuation (in December) he had a few other close shaves, such as when a bullet scalped

! Lowe's Loose Bag, St Arnaud. He was a farmer (as per Appendix: Figure 1), and research shows St Arnaud had
many wheat farmers during this era. http://www.victorianplaces.com.au/st-arnaud

2 https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/showPerson?pid=209409

3 See “extract from St Arnuad Mercury” 28-9-1914 (Appendix: Figure 2)

4 Appendix: Figure 3a and Figure 3b

5 See Appendix: Figure 4

6 See Appendix: Figure 5

7 https://www.smh.com.au/national/heroes-at-the-gate-of-no-return-20100423-tj4c.html

8 Appendix: Figure 6
9 Appendix: Figure 7
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him and the time he was buried by an eight-inch shell*°. He had even boasted to his mother
that “shells can burst all around me and still | go on without ducking my head.”!! Even after
experiencing the horrors of the Western Front (France 4 January 1917) he still wrote home

that:

“You can get used to anything in wartime. | can sleep through the heaviest
bombardment and wake up to find the hut next door blown out of existence”.*?

Of course these near misses had affected him. How could they not? But after being
promoted to Corporal (August 1915)*2 he knew he had to step up for the boys which, at
times, verged on cockiness. Morale and mateship were his way of coping and, as such, he
enjoyed creating light-hearted moments amid the gruelling monotony of war, especially as
many of them were his mates. He was known for making jokes about the bloody flies:
“Don’t worry too much, son. You can’t stop ‘em. You'll even find they give the bully a bit of
flavour.” This strong and confident character shone through in his letters home:

“Well I, for one, am more determined than ever to win...The boys are alright, singing
like sky larks and are quite cheerful in the trenches. ... and when | have time | work on
a tunnel | am making for winter quarters for myself, Bob Dickie, Ted Shunkie, Ern
Knowledge and two others you do not know.....” (30 Nov 1915).24

Those men, those friends, kept him alive. Gosh they had had some fun. A smile forms on his
lips as he remembers the time in Gallipoli when his lads had thrown tins of bully beef into
the Turks’ trenches instead of grenades - and the Turks had thrown cigarettes back. With
the aid of an interpreter he had cheekily asked the Turks to surrender®®, but half an hour
later they were exchanging bullets again. It was good to have a worthy enemy, Arch
thought, but it made it hard knowing they were really just like you.

Sometimes he did take the humour a touch too far. Like the time his joke backfired and he
was hospitalised in France at the start of the battle at Pozieres with an accidental bayonet
wound to the stomach®®. That wasn’t the only time he had been admitted to hospital as the
result of a questionable decision. Far from it. Like all the Anzacs, he was fascinated by the
strange and exotic sights of Egypt. His curiosity and boredom got the better of him, even
after warnings about the fact that “soldiers always face danger on active service: Clap from
the harlots and bullets from the enemy.” They weren’t far wrong?”.

10 Appendix: Figure 8

11 Appendix: Figure 9

12 Appendix: Figure 10

13 Appendix: Figure 11

14 Appendix: Figure 9

15 Appendix: Figure 8

16 Appendix: Figure 12a and 12b
17 Appendix: Figure 13




In between the light-hearted moments (and hospital visits), he had put his head down and
led the boys with confidence, even being mentioned in despatches for a very successful raid
on enemy trenches (30 September 1916)*2. But it did take a toll. While in front of the boys
he put on an act of bravado and humour, in the stillness of the night, when the guns fell
silent, he would often wonder how much more he could take. How many more friends could
he watch suffer and die? How many more times would he have to wonder if this would be
the day his number would be up? It was pure torment. For Arch the war was as much a
physical fight as a mental one. And he was growing weary.

%k %k %k %k

The front was strangely quiet on the night of 3 October 1917, The full moon shone brightly
until a change in the wind brought low clouds with it. Soon after midnight it began to rain.
Although relatively little rain had fallen prior, the battleground of Broodseinde was awash.
Continuous shelling had pulverised the earth, causing the many small streams which flowed
there to break from their usual paths and flood the ground. Arch and his mates had worked
their way over the shell-blighted and swampy bed of the Zonnebeke Valley using the
duckboards as a guide throughout the night. Now, standing together, a grey dawn slowly
crept over the ridge.

He finally brought out of its hiding place his memory of the last time he saw his family; their
faces tear-stained and proud. Miss you Floss, Nell, Ernie, Eddie, Addy and Maud. Miss you
Mum. He hadn’t let them come to wave them off at the ship, Benalla, as he knew it would
make it too hard for him and Syd to leave. No one wanted them to go, but no one stopped
them. They all knew the seriousness of what he was fighting for.

* %k %k %k

Zero hour was set for 6am. Any minute now, Arch thought. I'm tired of waiting.

From his left he heard the shouts as the first wave leapt from their trenches. “Hoo roo
boys,” Arch encouraged, attempting to disguise the quiver in his voice. Now, as he waited
for his turn, the air was suddenly still, like the moment when the cicadas were silent before
rain.

%k %k %k k
He could hear the thunder-like rumbling of the heavy guns in the distance. Brief flashes of

light penetrated his closed eyelids as he clasped his gun. He knew it would be here soon.
Finally the whistle blew. “About time,” he mumbled to himself as he stumbled up and over

18 Appendix: Figure 14
19 http://www.historyofwar.org/articles/battles _broodseinde.html
https://natlib.govt.nz/blog/posts/now-so-long-sister-mine-my-family-s-passchendaele-story
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the parapet and into the thick mud and damp dawn air. For a brief moment it almost felt as
though time stood still under the generous expanse of the wakening sky. Soon, it came.
Slow and steady at first and then in rapid thuds as the shells penetrated the earth around
him?2® and gunfire drummed through the ragdoll bodies of his mates. Relief washed over
him. It’s over, he thought. The fight is finally over?®.

20 Appendix: Figure 15a and Figure 15b
21 Appendix: Figure 16a, Figure 16b and Figure 16¢
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Figure 3a: https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/Viewlmage.aspx?B=7981270

Figure 3b: Brother: 695 Pte Sydney Gordon MILLS, Australian Provost Corps, returned to Australia,
16 December 1918.
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St Amaud Mercury (Vic. : 1914 - 1918), Saturday 5 February 1916, page 4

A SOLDIER'S LETTEA.

i a4

PRIVATI G, A, MILLY,

Weiting from Lomnov Lsland, P'd
vate (3, A Mille lu w [atter 1o his
eislar gtates —Wa luve  loft the
trenchew, where fur o while naltare
ware exolting, | was blown over with
bl oo ik on tho head wish a
onl' et woothes Woe-—hus i wag only
nny rap and jus: ewt throngh ty eaalp ;
and ¥ way buvizd hy oo Binch ghell
ouother (lme,  Thie all bepponed
within & woek, A fow daye aflor
warilo s pleoa of shell lindod on my
opay tui's T was lying on my back
eoadlny when o ULig jwgged lump of
ghell despprd,  Un snotbier ocsasion |
hadd jusy boktFu wmay wen ofF the pa
and wae o Baw yarde away when 1
boar:l on explosion, ned oo geing to
investigato U natioed thet the poub wee
Wlowa dowu amd  smmeoitisg ond
tombia peattered everywheee, 17 wonld
havo killed g0z of wr for cecisln if
had been poated \Walce e very
sgarey, [owlopo in oy clothes amd
cpndpeaent cvery night, Syl and Tom
eameo nnid bnd & dose of chell fie,
They wern then sent Yick to liavpe.

[Lard Juvl for by, wase'z it ' 1 gt
the papers pratty cegalarly,  Our Jude
and the Tarles hod o Uit of fan,  YWe
tienw ting of becd fntn thcie teonuhes,
and thoy theew clgarattss wl e, By
the eld of an intyazetee, wo hal s
eorfal, Woasked tham to sarrwider,
bu: they declfned,
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https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/92100862?searchTerm=Private%20G%20A%20Mills%20
9%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20&searchLimits=

St Arnaud Mercury (Vic. : 1914 - 1918), Saturday 5 February 1916, page 4

A SOLDIER'S LETTER, PRIVATE G. A. MILLS. Writing from Lemnos Island, Private G.
A. Mills in a letter to his sister states:--We have left the trenches, where for a while matters
were exciting. I was blown over with bomb once; hit on the head with a bullet another time-
but it was only on top and just cut through my scalp; and | was buried by an 8 inch shell
another time. This all happened within a week. A few days after-wards a piece of shell landed
on my coat tail. 1 was lying on my back reading when a big jagged lump of shell dropped. On
another occasion I had just taken my men off the post and was a few yards away when |
heard an explosion, and on going to investigate | noticed that the post was blown down and
ammunition and bombs scattered everywhere. It would have killed some of us for certain if
had been posted. Water is very scarce. | slept in my clothes and equipment every night. Syd.
and Tom came and had a dose of shell fire, They were then sent back to Egypt. Hard luck for
them, wasn't it? | get the papers pretty regularly. Our lads and the Turks had a bit of fun. We
threw tins of beef into their trenches, and they threw cigarettes at us. By the aid of an
interpreter, we had a confab. We asked them to surrender, but they declined,

St Arnaud Mercury (Vic. : 1914 - 1918), Wednesday 23 February 1916, page 4

A SOLDIER'S LETTER, CORPORAL G. A. MILLS, Mrs, H. Mills, of Dooboobetic, is in
receipt of a letter from her son, Corporal G. A. Mills, under date November 30th, 1915,
Anzac, as follows:-1 am still alive and kicking. The spell has done me a wonderful lot of
good. I was feeling rather bad when we left for the Rest Camp, but now shells can burst all
around me and still 1 go on without ducking my head. I used to duck at one time, but I think
no sleep was the cause of it. Snow has been falling for two or three days, and the cold was
very severe. Only a few days previously | had to go into the shade while having dinner. Since
then there have been real hard frosts. | was sent out to bring an outpost in. The hills are very
steep, and steps have to be cut into them. | fell half a dozen times, and sometimes rolled over
and over. When | got to the bottom | had to turn sharp round and go up a gorge, where a
regular torrent of water was rushing down, but I got back with the men all covered in mud
from head to heel. You will think we have tackled a hard job. Well, | for one am more
determined than ever to win. The boys are alright, singing like sky larks, and are quite
cheerful in the trenches. I am guarding some ammunition at present, and when | have time |
work on a tunnel I am making for winter quarters for myself, Bob Dickie, Ted Shunkie, Ern.
Knowles, and two others you do not know. | am in charge of the men, and no one comes near
us much, I heard our Xmas mail was sunk. Well it was a pity, for | sent several letters by that
mail, I have not heard from Syd, for a fortnight, but as he is not here he will be alright, not
that I am in much danger, | wish you all a Merry Xmas and a Happy New Year.
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St Amaud Mercury (Vic. : 1914 - 1918), Wednesday 23 February 1916, page 4

A SOLDIER'S LETTER,

e

COKPORAL 4. A MITLS,

Men, 11 Milk, of Doobeobetiv, ks 1o
roceipt of o lottor feom e won, Cor
poral @, A. Milly, ondor date Novew
Lee 90ch, 1016, Anzio, a8 [ollowg ;eI
aw 2kl alfvo and kieldug,  'The apoll
bua done mo & wouderful Job of good
T wan fooling rather hard when wo lefe
for tho Leas Oaron, bub now ehivlls o
buesb all arownd wownd wlll I go on
without ducldng vy heads T el o
dnak a0 ano time, bat L thivk ne oleep
wai tho cnuso of in  Hnow hay bheen
lling fue owe or theen deys, and Lhe

wold way vory sovevo.  Oulya Bew daya
peovioualy I liud to gov tnta tho ahiadla |
while hoving dnuee, Hiwgo then there |
lava bizen veal Baxd fecuts, T wogaend
it to bring s onpant i, Lha hills
aro vory utcop, snd eteps have o Le
auy foto them, I fili balfnclozen
ties, and gometine valind over nnd
ovor, When I gov to b botlpm I
hadl ko bura sharp ronid nnd po up »
peypo, wheeo n rogalure torcent of water
wae rashiog down, but 1 got bigk with
tho mon oll severed 1o mad from head
to heal,  You will thiok wo hawo
tackled w hard job,  Well, 1 for cro
st wore datarmined than ever o win,
The hoye aro alright, singlog like sky
lacke, and aco qaite choerfal i th
trenthes, T am gosedlog como ammn
nitive ut preaenty and whon T uve
e T wark on a tuaue! Tam making
Bor winmr uastews for wyaelf;, Bob
Diekie, Ted Blivnkie, Ew, Knuwles,
oud two others yan do wor lnow, |
am {n chaega of cho mong sod no ong
copiza podd ue wuch, I bewd ouc
Numas moil wao ennk, Well It wna a
piry, for £ scub goveral l«eters by cthat
wndle T bava 6o beaed Eeaws Spd, for
o fortoighe, boeea he b not hora ho
will b1 alright, not that T sw in wueh

National Library of Australia

will by aleight, not that ¥ am in mnch
dsoger, I wish yoo wll & Merry Sinas
and o Happy Now Yoar,
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Figure 9

I'ebruary 1916
Letter from Corparal G A Mills writing to his sister from T.emnos Island[no date]

“We have lefi the trenches, | weas hown aver with a homb At on the head with a bulier anlv

Jusi cutring my sealp and [ was huried by o ¥ inch shell another time, all within a week, A few

dmys later « shell landed on my coat tail, T was lving down reading at the time. Then on just
leavingr a post, an explosion blew jt up. Water is very scarce. Svid und Tom kave heen here
and have now gone back 1o Eygvpt. We had a hit of fin with the Turks, we threw them our tins
of beef and they threw us cipareties. With the aid of an inrerpreter we had a conflad. We
asked then to surrender. they sqaid no. ™

14-0-1016

Deuth AL St Arnaud Hespital Vera Mills eldest daughter of Fmest and Cmma Milis of
Coonooer West. Aged 2 yeers 8 months. The [unerul will leaves the residence ol Mrs Tohn
I'erry, Butcher st, St Amaud, at 2 pm on Saturday.

M & Mrs H M:lls and Mr & Mrs M Knight of Terrapee and twa Mills grardehildren — Vera
& Alice  daughters of Mr E Mills had been visiting Johr: Claxwon of Conecer Fast. They
were just leaving when the noise of the brake on a wheel fightenad the horse, which holted.
Mr Knight who was drving and Mns Knight and Alice were thrown out at 2 turn in the road.
The horse rushexd on and at the next corner, a few chains away. Mrs Mills and Vera werc
thrown oul. Vera was severely injured when her head struck the tyre of one of the whezis.
She was knocked unconscious. Mrs Mills was badly bruised and shoken. Mr & Mrs Knight
suffered scverely. Alice was not hurl. The horse continued until the buggy crashed inte a bee.
Vera was brought to the St Amaud Hospital but she never repained canscinusness. She disd
aL 9 o’clock the next moming. An inquest was held by Mr I' L Davies, J P.

3-3-1917

Letter trom Private Archie Mills of Coonacer Bridge writing Irom France 4-1-1917 —

He hes heen out of the trenches for a weeks. When he took bad he was in charge of the
plateen, the platoon Sergeant having been promoted i § M. The men are a fine lot. When in
Enaland on lcave he saw Syd and Tom Tlarley. ‘You can get used to anything in wartime. 1
can slecp through the heaviest bombardment and wake up te find the hut next door blovwn out
vl existence. | didu’t bear a thing, Kind regards to all my friends.”

15-3-1917

In a letter by Lance- Corporsl Charles Alexander ol St Amaud from Delhi Hospital,
Tidworth, znd dated 1-12-1916 - He met Arch Mills of Coenccer Bridge at the First
Dressing Station in France. [le has a slight bavonet wound.

0-7-1917

The survivors of the original Anzacs- men of the 1¥ Australian Division who embarked for
the tront in October 1914 — have caompleled 1,000 days service overseas. [here were 20,000
men when they sailed rom Australiz and there are 3 000 still at their posts. Voluntcers arc
called lor 1o take their places — you can pick which soldier yvou want o replace — Among the
list af names — Corporal G A Mills, Private § ¢! Mills, & Private T Harley.

21-11-1817

Word has been received that Corporal G A Mills was killed in action on 4" Dctober, ape 40
vears. He i3 the son of Mrs Mills of Dooboobetic, He was anc of the omgina® Anzacs,
cnlisting at the outbreak of the wir, he served for over 3 years.
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I have examined the above details, and find them correct in every respect.
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Australian Red Cross Society Wounded and Missing
Enguiry Bureau files, 1914-18 War
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Figure 15b: George sank forever into the mud and desperation of the Western Front, his remains
sucked into history, unmarked and unknown.
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Figure 16¢

Figure 16¢: The death has to be recorded of one of the original Anzacs in Corporal G.A.,Mills, son of
Mrs. H Mills, of Dooboobetic, who has been reported as killed in action on October 4th. 'The
message was received by the Rev. F. Boyling, who broke the sad news to the bereaved mother
yesterday, being kindly motored out by Mr. C. Gard-ner. Deceased, who was 40 years of age, was
unmarried. He enlisted on the outbreak of the war and thus rendered his King and Country over
three years gallant servico. The flag was hoisted half-mast at the local Town Hall yesterday.

Reference: https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/88056657
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Star
British war medal

Victory medal

Enlisted AIF WW1, Private, SN 416,

Broadmeadows, Victoria Report
Embarked AIF WW1, Private, SN 416, 8th Infantry Report

Battalion, HMAT Benalla, Melbourne

Involvement AIF WW1, Private, SN 416, 8th Infantry REDO
Battalion, Enlistment/Embarkation WW1

=
—

Wounded AIF WW1, Private, SN 416, 8th Infantry
Battalion, ANZAC Gallipoli, GSW (neck/back - Report
second wave landing)
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Promoted AIF WW1, Lance Corporal, 8th Infantry
P Report

Battalion
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. = Report
Infantry Battalion, Pozieres mepont

Wounded AIF WW1, Corporal, SN 416, 8th Infantry
Battalion, Poziéres, 2nd occasion - Bayonet wound  Report
(abdomen - accidental)

Involvement AIF WW1, Corporal, SN 416, 8th
Infantry Battalion, Broodseinde Ridge
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SU. Arnaud aurmg Ww 1 17th - 31st December 1915

News from
the Front

Pte Edward
Mortimore was killed in
action at Lone Pine on
20th November.

Lieut Hal Young has
been wounded and is in a
London hospital.

Lieut Horrie
Smitheram is ill and has
disembarked at Malta,

Pte Will Taylor is in
hospital at Heliopolis suf-
fering from enteritis,

Pte Dan Cousins is
missing and Pte George

Torney has been
wounded.
Pte Jack Kenneally and

Pte Tom Smead are ill.
Gallipoli
Evacuated

Unbeknown  to
St. Arnaud residents the
evacuation of all troops
from Gallipoli com-
menced on 8th December
with the last 20,000 men
leaving during the nights
of 18th 19th and 20th
December.

Captain ~ Bernie
Duggan from Sutherland
was in charge of the last
250 men 1o leave the
peninsula

Some ol the

St Arnaud men who
took part - the evacun

tion were - Albert Box,
Buckle McNicol, Roy
Walsh, Fred Oldham,
Frank Hoare, Herbert
Dungey, Albert Lovett,
George Ross, Arch
Robertson,  James
Sutherland, William
Smith, Gilbert Stevenson,
Walter Dunlop, Charles
Martin, George Mills, Tom
Harley, Dan Morrison,
Arthur Summerfield and
Horace King,

The following article
appeared in  the
St. Arnaud Mercury on
10-1-1916 -

‘War News from
London - The announce-
ment is made officially
that a complete evacua-
tion of the Gallipoli
Peninsula has been effect-
ed successfully by the
Allied Forces.

The retirement from
Gallipoli without the loss
of a single life has no par-
allel in military or naval
history.

All concerned deserve
the most profound grati-
tude of the country.'

LSoldiers

write home

Ihe following letters
were written shortly after
the evacuntion but did
notarrive in St Arnaud
until tate Junuary 1916

Quote of the week
“Smell the sea and feel the sky.

| PR s |

Cl Vour sous ana SPIL Ny,

.t M7

Van Morrison )

Pte George Mills
writes from Lemnos
Island - We have left the
trenches in Gallipoli, where
for a while matters were
exciting.

Twas blown over with a
bomb once, hit on the head
with a bullet another time
[but it was only on top and
cut through my scalp] and
1 was buried by an 8 inch
shell another time.

That all happened with-
in the same week.

Afew days afterwards a
piece of shell landed on my
coat tail.

I was lying on my back
reading when a big jagged
lump of shell dropped.

On another occasion |
had just taken my men off
the post and was a few
yards away when [ heard
an explosion and going to
investigate | noticed that
our post had been blown
down and our ammunition
and bombs were scattered
everywhere,

It would have killed
some of us for certain if we
had been posted.

Water is scarce and |
slept in my clothes and
equipment every night.

Svd and Tom came here
and had a dose of shellfire,
then were sent back 1o
Egypt,

Hard luck for them was
niir?

Our lady and the Thrks
Tad a bit of fun Just before
the end.

We threw them our tins
of beef and they threw us
cigarettes,

With the ald af an inter
preter  we  had a
confabulation, we asked

them to surrender but they
nalitelv declined

Turkish trenches in several
places were blown up and
also our guns, which we
were unable to get rid of.

The hospital tents and
everything possible were
set alight and so ended one
of the greatest achieve-
ments in war history.

We are at present sail-
ing for some place or other,
1 think it might be Egypt
which will be a welcome
change to the cold of
Gallipoli.

Letter of thanks from
unknown soldier to Red
Cross

By astreak of luck or by
good judgment Christmas
billies were available on
Christmas Eve and one
was given to every officer
and man.

If the people who
packed those billies had
seen their reception in the
camp they would have felt
more than repaid for their
trouble.

Everyone was in his sec-
ond childhood apparently
and I have never seen so
many thousands of delight-
ed men anywhere,

Sailed from
Melbourne

Ihe following
SLAmaud men left on
20t December on the
Abd HMAT
Demosthenes G
Constable, H'T Hosken,
H Torney, A W Kirk, W T
Langdon, T McGowan, H
Queripel, G H Bugge, AE
Postlethwaite and H

viui Ty

Matron

volunteers

The Hospital

- By Heather Pritchard

ling to Carapooee on the
rain,

Fires

On Christmas night a
house in Smith St was
burnt to the ground
despite the prompt arrival
of the fire brigade who
were hampered by very
low water pressure,

Mrs Harris and her
daughter-in-law had gone
to the pictures leaving
seven children at home,

Flames erupted when
a lamp was knocked over
and the children rushed
outside except a 2 year old
who hid under a bed
before being rescued by
the eldest child aged 15.

A swagman was sen-
tenced to 6 weeks jail for
lighting a fire and resisting
arrest when he tried to
boil his billy on the bank
of a dam in Mr Petrie's
paddock.

He had permission to
camp there and the fire
did no damage although it
was a very hot day

Accidents

Alex Jamison of
Paradise dislocated bones
in his foot when he caught
itin the gear wheel of his
harvester as the horses
moved off.

James Raeburn fell 12
[Uinjuring his spine while
adjusting a windmill on
George Simpson's farm at
Paradise.

William Behan was
and was loft lylng on the
Banyena Road with bro-
ken ribs and a badly
gashed leg.
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Thank you and have
a happy Christmas

IT has been another big year at the North
Central News with plenty of events and issues

to cover.

As asmall team of seven at the paper with only two
{ull time staff however we would not have the breadth
of coverage we do without the loyal and dedicated
support of our regular contributors, those on sports
report rosters, community members informing us of
events or issues, the schools etc.

The North Central News would like to take this oppor-
tunity to sincerely thank you all. Thank you for your
efforts, photos and passion for sharing your story with

the wider community.

We wish you all a very happy and safe
Christmas and New Year.

Northern Grampians Shire

Mayor’s Christmas message

WHEN you read this column, Christmas will
be well and truly upon us, so I take this opportunity
to wish everyone a happy, safe and merry
Christmas and a prosperous New Year in 2016.

2015 has passed very
quickly and now we need to
plan for the next 12 months
and beyond.

| hope my mayor's
columns have been of value
to you and that I can keep
you informed through this
medium next year.

T would naemally smants
about the business ol the

Northern Giramplans Shire
Council in my columns but
I would like to take the
Christmas opportunity to

about the rules of drinking
and driving and gelting
home safely.

The penaltics are severe
and the risks far too high, so
il in doubt take u cab or
have a designated drivor

Also remember our
responsibilities as mothers,

St

Iner]dﬁ .uul lr.x\k-mu for
each other so we all keep
safe and ready for the next
year of our lives.

[1ook forward to speak-

i this. It is a page that includes part of a letter from G A MILLS included in a page
:?‘Sti[n:renguga&/;ir:ge WW1 17th-3p1 gDecember 1915”F,) to mark the WW1 centenary in the North Central
News, Weds Dec 23, 2015, page 2.

Love
Dad




St Amaud Mercury (Vic. : 1914 - 1918), Wednesday 19 June 1918, page 2

MRS, HARRIET MILLS.

Tha kard of death has been very busy
o oor midst of late, many of the
sarezmed plonsers having passed wway.
Warearet ta hava to cecord tha demlaa of
V=, Haerlar Miils, 3 well koown and
aighly respecied rveeldent of Oonnoose
Wiat, Tos decessad lady was 68 yaars
:iage, and she bad besn 1l for wbont
¢iaven wezks, Sha dled on Ssrmedey
$ie:, Har late hosband eeleared land st
Congoer Weet some 40 yesse sgo, snd
yize:forwaed {arming operations wars
smzd on soctessfully, The fallowing
e the membera of the fsmlly who are
g 1o manen thele lots :—Mrs, Evorarr,
:: Anatralla; Mrs. J, Olaxton,
[ssoca2e Bridge ; Mre, J. Smlth, Gowar
Faz; Mre, Maoora, Glenloth; Meassrs
En2et sod Gurdon Edgar Milla, Coo-
paxat Weet; and Palvate Sgdney Gordon
\lills, oo actlee sarviae, Aopother aon,
Tetrata Anibur Mille, made (he great
sulbes In Dataher lagr. Tha ramalng of
e laia Maa, Mills were borled Inthe
s Arosed Cametery yosterdsy, the
fzmaral belng largzly sttended. The
;%5 bzarers weee Messra J. Claxton,
i R Specse, J Danstan, wnd J Opls ; and
-2z pall bearere, blgssrs H. Davcles, R.
Mo, & Hamiian, J, Pany, D,
Puky sod J. Storrock.  The Rew
Cigon Dalion cthalated at the grave,
Dizensed’s remains wars enclosad |o an
aiedn. Mro W, L. Kell bad charge
;i lamorioary SCTANRRMEnta,

(aLhy

A ATy

National Library of Ausiralia hitp://nla.gov.au/nia.news-article91347950

Mrs Harriet Mills, Died Saturday 16 June 1918 aged 66 years, ill for 11 weeks.

When George Arthur Mills was born on February 25, 1877, in St Arnaud, Victoria, Australia, his
father, George, was 32 and his mother, Harriet, was 23. He had three brothers and four sisters. He
died on October 4, 1917, in Belgium at the age of 40, and was buried in leper, West-Vlaanderen,

Belgium.




Above: Group portrait of members of F Company, 8th Battalion.

Reference: https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/DAX2563/?image=1
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https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/DAX2563/?image=1
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AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL HOS5567

PORTRAIT OF 678 LANCE CORPORAL THOMAS M.D. HARLEY, 8TH BATTALION, KILLED IN ACTION,
1917-09-20.

Tom is mentioned in some of George’s (Arch) letters.

Photo: https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/C73258

Red Cross Wounded and Missing file: file:///D:/Documents/Downloads/5627066.PDF
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