


or clear legal limits, these powers could be used to:
Pressure councils into aligning with state agendas;
Undermine outspoken councillors through selective intervention;
Shape local narratives by controlling data, training content, and “performance” metrics.

Tasmanians are right to fear that this Bill, if passed unamended, will allow political
influence to masquerade as governance reform - enabling targeted suppression rather than
ethical improvement.

4. Constructive Alternatives
True reform should focus on transparency, fairness, and consistency - not control. The
following principles should guide any amendment: 
Limit state intervention strictly to proven criminal conduct or corruption, confirmed
through independent legal process;
Require independent oversight and publication of all ministerial directions or
interventions;
Define “governance failure” and “misconduct” precisely to prevent selective application;
Ensure councillor training and conduct systems are independently developed, not
politically designed;
Guarantee councils are not financially penalised for imposed oversight measures;
Strengthen protections for councillors acting in good faith or raising legitimate concerns
about state (bias political) influence and interference.

Conclusion
The Local Government (Targeted Reform) Amendment Bill 2025 dresses central control in
the language of accountability. It risks undermining the independence of democratically
elected local representatives and silencing genuine community advocacy.

Tasmania’s councils are not extensions of the State - they are the foundation of democracy
closest to the people. Accountability mechanisms should be based on evidence and law,
not political discretion.

I urge the Government to withdraw or substantially amend this Bill to ensure that only
proven criminal conduct or corruption - not subjective judgment - can justify intervention.
Anything less weakens both democracy and trust in governance.
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